FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1262415-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 

Page 47 - Referral/Direct - Serial 58/OAG; 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page (s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



( , 



' .7 , 




SAN DIEGO — UVl — The 
State's seizure of files on al- 
leged subversive activities in 
Southern California sparked 
Eiccusations and threat of a 
lawsuit today, 

Retired Maj. G'en. George 
W. B'ishcr demanded return 
of the files. He said they are 
privately owned and have 
been used for the state's bene- 
fit. He threatened to sue the 
state of California for $250,- 
OOO'if they aren't returned. 

Maj. Gen. Hoderic L. Hill, 
the adjutant general, person- 
ally took the files from a San 
Diego ' armory Tuesday. He 
contended they are.state prop- 
erty and said they won't- be 
feturned. 

The files were sealed anc 



taki 



n to the State Bureaa o! 



Crh linal Investigation am 
Idei tification in Sacramento 
Msher, president of the Sari 
Diego Research Libraiy which 



compiled the files, said that 
since 1928 information on 150,- 

000 to 200,000 individuals and 
organizations has been 
gathered — not all of a sub- 
versive nature. 

He said Gov. Edmund G. 
Brown and Hill know the files 
don't belong to the state. 

*'Tliey tried "to do the same 
thing six months ago," 
Fisher said. *it would seem 
that somebody is afraid the 
records in there are deteri- 
mental to him." 

Hili called the removal ^ 
^'protective move." He added: 

**We had information there 
had been leaks from the files. 

1 know of iio specific instance 
of compromise but it was pii- 
marily a matter of conccfm 
that there would be compio- 
mise. ' i 

"It had been alleged thc^ef 
files were being used by un^ 



autliorized persons for pur- 
poses not in the best interests 
of tlie state." 

The San Diego- Research Li- 
brary is an independent antl- 
Communist organization. 
Fisher described himself as 
''an anti-Communist fighter 
for at least 30 years, dating 
back to the early 1930s." He 
said the files were started 
in 1928 .hy MaJ. Gen. Ralpli 
Vail Deman, a former Army 
Intelligence officer. Van D^f 
man died in 1952. Fisher sa}|i 
the information, came from o > 
ficial government and cou- 
.gressiohal reports,; ex-Conl- 
munists, newspaper articlesj 
and reports from volunteer in 
formahts. 
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! 'Leak' From Armory 




I By George .Draper 

State Senator Hugo Fisher of San Diego charged 
yesterday that an attempt was made to Mock his elec- 
tion in 1958 with information allegedly ''leeked'' 
froln the private political files seized in San Dingo's 
NaWonal Guard Armory* . 

Msher, a Democrat, said the secret file inforiiia- 
'-tion turned up at a cam- 
paign gathering in the 
hands of his opponent, 
State Senator Fred H. 
^Ki^aft, a Republican and 
the incumbent at the time. 

The secret private files, 
which were kept rent-free, 
in the armory, are now in- 
the possession of the State 
Bureau of Criminal Identi- 
fication and investigation.. 

They purportedly contain, 
20(| ,000 names of aUeg^d* Mt- 
wij g subversives, collected. |y 
a ijrivate, nonprofit organila- 
I tioA known as the San Diego; 
lEesearch Library. 

Major General Roderic L.- 
HiU, chief of the State of 
CaUfornia^s Military Depart- 
ment, ordered the files con- 
fiscated because "they were 
in a public building and yet 
not under our s'urveiHance:" 
Senator Fisher said he cour 
sidered the Research Li- 
brary's files actually State 
property and that the seiz- 
ure was in order. 

don't think confidential 
filelj of the State should 
usee for private political pi 
poses," he saidi 

Tlie Senator was referring 
to an incident in his. 1955; 
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■ campaign in which he de- 
I feated the incumbent, Kraft 

POLITICS 

**At on(t meeting/* he said, 
''Kraft waved svhflt purported 
to be a piiotostatic copy ot 
my FBI iile. 

**Someone in tlie audience 
questioned liLn . about the 
document and wanted to 
know how he obtamed it. 

'*Kraft then gave ground 
and admitted the document 
was actually a resume of tid- 
bits out of the General Van 
Deman file/^ 



jj Kraft W3.> asked whether 
he was perhaps referring to 
Itlie defunct Civil Righf 
which was on tti 
^Attorney Gensrars list. 

FRIEND 
But he insisted it was the 
s^Anierican Civil Liberties Un- 
' ion "that he had in mind. 
: Kraft .said he had never 
seen tlie General Van De- 
i^man lile but "I happened- 
. to he a personal friejid of I 
the general.*' 

The ex-Senator said he, 
[ had also been friends ''lor' 
many, many years" withj 
Majoj GenerM George Fish-j 
er, president of the San-| 
/Diego Research Library, and 



^ G^jonel Frank Forward, the 
s.:e d r e t file organization's 
vice . president 
- Kraft described General^ 
jiFisher, a retired National ^ 
! ,r ^ officer, alid Colonel! 

fMajor General J^alph Van j ^ ^^^^^^^ National 

^*^"it?*,''^^^ ^^^^'^ ^^?^'\<h^^n\ Reserve officer, 
starlffid the secret file whicli -l 

was later taken over by the;; 
San jpiego Research Library,) , > 
*'I would consider the use'; 
of^ files^ of this order by poli^ files» ninfe large cases in all, i 
ticians to be highly meretri- .I had ^originally been given; 
Iciousj-' Senator Fisher added. : space in the San Diegoj 
' * 'DOCUi^lENT? ! Arifip^y by former Adjutant! 

_ 4 T 4 : General Earle M. Jones^. ! 

Beached by telephone.^ at -^^^.^^^ Forward, SanJ 
bis San Diego home, former ^^iega businessman, took over 
Senator Kraft said -^i^^^ ?hQ" iile^^ Van 
-o«. a photostatic copy, ol . y^^j^^^.g ^^^^ 



utstanding citizens.'' 
FILES 

The (xeneral Van Deman] 



wave 

"some document'* at |he 

meeting referred to ■ by 

Senator Fisher 
"But 1 did iiot identify 

*he document as being -from 
; the General Van Deman file 

or from the FBI/^ he said. *i . .t. ■ 
. Senator Kraft refused on f^^^' "^^^^^^ "^^^ 
|*'advice of my attorneys"' to 



' capacity as chief of a Na- 
tional Guard Re,serve counter- 
jhteihgence detachment and 
as. Y^G^ president tf tlie Be- 

; search Library. 

When? Forward retired 



reveal the source of the 
m^'sterious document otheir 
than to say **it was a reliable 

source/' 

"At that same , meeting " 
'said Senator I^ra^tj ''I ac- 
; cused^ Senator Fisher r of 
' being a m e mb ex bf the 
American Civik Liberties 
Union. ■ i- 

j "I said it was listed as a 
Communist organizktion by 
thjf Department of Justice.*' 
; I The American Civil jlLib- 
eij ies Union has never oeeii 
li^ed as a subversive oigan^^ 
ization by tJie 
' «t Jyatlce^L. 



of' 70 last Decemben. the 

counter • intelligence detach- 
ment went out of business 
but the Research Library: 
stayed oii at the armory to 
mafntaialthe private files. 

I Geiferai Hsher told TBe 
•Chronicle the free armorfr 
.^officer facilities .coiiid- bfe 
^justified on the ground^ tlife 
Research* Library checked on 
potential political appoiutees 
fpt tha CJiivjstoor. 




SENATOR FISHER 
"Resume 9f tWbiH" 




FRED H. KRAFT I 




MAJ. GEN. F1§HER 




13-3- 



morj 



The state and a private 
anti-Commimist organization 
headed for a sho\vdo^vn yes- 
terday over the disjiuted own- 
ership of seer e.t' records 
hauled away from the organ- 
ization's rent-free office in 
the San Diego National Guard 
Armory. 

Maj. Gen. Roderic Hill, 
conimander of the State r/v-tn -r//^yv/ 
National Guard, said the con. sJ^nSD ^ ( — 
fiscated records will stay 
locked up lathe office of the 
Bureau of Criminal Identifi- 
cation and Investigation in 
* Sacramento. 

George Fisher, retired Na- 
tional Guard major general 
and president of. the San 
Diego Research Library 
which maintained the files, 
said they won't and that he 
will get them hack by court 
order. 

9 FILING CASES 
Tlie records consist of nine 
filing cases and a one-ton safe, 
containing secret, information 
ombetween 150,000 and 200,- 
001 f individuals and orgafjiza- 
tiollis 




i They had better not o Den 
««i » Fisher declared a!£ter 



them,' 
learning 



a National Guard 
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(Coutim^ecl from Page 1)' 

truck had transported the 
records to Sacramento. 

"We don't intend to/' s^id 
Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Aldo Smitli in San 
Erancisco/ 

. '1 have so advised General 
Hill," Smith disclosed, "be- 
cause i£ they are opened at 
this point it could lead to 
accusations that some recordsi 
had bQcn removed." 
HIS PBIVILEGE 

Smitlr said it was General 
Fisher^s privilege, to go into, 
court over the's.eized records, 
but insisted the State - can 
prove ownership as Attorney 
General Stanley Mosk ruled 
recently. 

Smith said the Attorney 
General's only role iu,the dis- 
pute was to agree, tolreceivej 
and store the records / ^^^^ (.gj^^j^al Hill who or- 
fight for their retent^Qil hy.g^,g^^oj^ 
the) State, if and when Fischers ^^^^.^^ library's Armory red 
sujis to get them back. - , - jrds after State Seriatorflugt; 

jJeneri^l Fisher conceded jrisher of San. Diego chargeq 
tlye National Guard cquld fjj^f ormation^ from the files 
have ordered his research lir.^yas . used against him. in tb^ 
brary on subversive indtvid-^ii^pSS election. 
uals and organizationsi out 9^ 
the Armory at any time. 
NQ EXPLANATION 

"But they didn't do :this," 
he said. "They just came and 



took the records away and no 
State or military official Has 
given me a word of explana? 
tion; 

"Some of us have put in- 30- 
yeai| of work oix the files. 
The]' are p^ivjate property 
andi the Nationar Guard 
knows it, We most certainly 
are gQin§ to :g^i thex(v back " 



USED IN ELECTION 

The senator said the infor 
mation consisted of a docu- 
3neht displayed by his elec- 
tion' opponent at a political 
nieeting. The opponent de- 
nied it,, but admitted General 
Fisher was a long-time friend. 

^Althougk Governor Ed 
mimd: Gi Brown's office h 
ufeed the library in checkin 
't|e references of prospectiyi 
State appointees, the Gov^^ 
jlorhasideclined comment on 
:tiie' situatioji so far.. 



OPnOrJAL FORM NO. 10 



UNITED^^TATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT 




At 4:07 P.M» ARTHUR L. ALARCOj^j^^^^ecutive Clemency atnd 
Extradition Secretary for the Governor, who works very closely 
with Attorney General STANLEY MOSK, called me from Sacramento. 
He said he wanted to bring to my attention the fact ^ that some 
years ago some subversive files had been collected in San Diego, 
He said some of the material had been turned over 'to the 
Counterintelligence Corps but that other files were maintained 
in a State ai^mory in San Diego 4 He emphasized that these were 
State files in a State armory maintained by State workers by 
State typewriters. He said for some unexplained reason, however, 
information from these files had been furnished to private 
individuals in San Diego. ALARCON said he didn't feel this 
should have been done but it had been done. Now an old Colonel who 
was retired and worked with the State Adjutant General had 
moved in and taken these files to protect them. The files 
were then moved to CII headquarters where they are being main- 
tained in a locked condition in Sacramento. ALARCON said that 
he wanted me to know that an offer was being made to the FBI 
in Washington to take over these files. He said that 
Attorney General MOSK had talked to Mr. DE LOACH of the FBI 
and Mr. DE |L.OACH had indicated an interest in the files but 
said he would check with the SACs in California first. I 
then told ALARCON that I appreciated immensely his informing 
me of this development but made inquiry of him as to whether 
it wasn't true , as indicated in the newspapers , ^ that certain 
private parties had threatened to bring suit against the State 
officials, claiming that they had illegally and improperly 
seized private files. ALARCON said there had been talk of this 
but that, to his knowledge, no suits had actually been filed 
as yet but if they were filed the private parties would not 
have a legal leg to stand on. I told ALARCON I was sure the 
FBI should not be injected into the middle of any controversy 
that might arise over the ownership and status of these files 
but that, in any case, I certainly would take no ac/tion whatso- 
ever unless instructed to do so by my headquarters/ in Washington. 
He said he understood this but just wanted me to pe. on notice 
to what was gang 



as 



FLP 
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I immediately called Assistant Director DE LOACH in 
Washington 5 informed him of ALARCON^s call^ and ascertained 
that DE LOACH has the background on the situation from San 
Diego's airtel and also that State Attorney General MOSK had 
been in to see DE LOACH today. DE LOACH said he talked to him 
at some length about crime statistics and their maintenance and 
MOSK said that he had been misinformed and said that he intended 
to go back to Sacramento and straighten some things out. MOSK 
said that the seized files were being offered to the FBI. DE LOACH 
said he did not think \<ie should accept these files under the 
existing circumstances but would bring the matter to Mr. HOOVER* s 
attention. DE LOACH said that he has written a memo to the 
Director recommending that we do not touch these files. I told 
DE LOACH I contemplated no action and he said this was right. 
He said if any press inquiries were received I should merely 
state this was a State matter and the FBI was not involved. 

At «4:35 P.M. I received a call from ASAC ONSGARD at 
Los Angeles who said he wanted me to knox<r that he had been 
talking to SIMON in Washington and SIMON mentioned the fact 
that MOSK had been in to see DE LOACH and the question of the 
taking of these files had come up and SIMON said that his office 
was to take no action. I briefed ONSGARD on my conversation 
with ALARCON and DE LOACH. 




Silent Abo| 
Secret Files 



From Our Correspondent 

Sacramento 

Goyernbr Edmund 
Brown's role in the anti- 
subversive files case der 
veloped into something of 
a political mystery yester- 
day. 

For the fourth straight 
day since seizure of the 
red-hunting -San Diego 
Research Library's files 
from a State-operated 
National Guard Armory, 
the Governor's office 
curtly oi f er e d "no com- 
ment*' on the case. 

Major* General Roderlc L. 
HUI, chief of the Statefs lyiil- 
itary Department^ ordered 
nine filing; cabinets and a. 
one-ton safe, purportedly cJ[i- 
tmniiig. secret information < n 
tlibusands oi individuals aid] 
or|fanizatioiis, seized^at tfie; 
San Diego Armory last week.! 

"The National Guard is a| 
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fighting outfit, riot a snoop-' 
ing outfit," the general; 
stated, *.*rm putting, a stop to; 
this; sort of thing." ' 

He turned the .files over to 
the Staters Bureau of Crim- 
inal Identification, and Inves- 
tigation, contending that they 
were State property;, 

The San Diego^ Research 
Library had, lie said, been 
given, free space and facilities, 
at the Aniory for the last 15 
years. 

CONTTROVERSY . 

'l|ie seizure touched^ off a 
hea ed controversy in^ whichi 
Stats Senator Hugo Fisheri 
(Deik-Saa Diego) charged 
that the; files contained "a 
coilfection' of gossip by one 
neighbor •a;g'aa n s t another 
neighbor:'*'* 

Major General &e6r&et 
Fisher, retired National' 
Guardsman and head of the 
Research Library, announced 
he intended to file suit 
against the State to have^ 
both the files> and the safe 
returned to. the private anti- 
Gommunist organization. 

And yesterday it was 
learned that the State may 
h^ve to: ,go. to court to get 
j into the seized files, because 
t officials of the San Diego or-^ 
^gallization, refuse to- give 
either Keys* qr combinations 
toJ State authorities. 

N^e .iOPJuldLPrx the filesl 



open," said General t^ill,. 
"but it might, lead to lejal 
complications." . 5j 

But throughout Governor 
Brown has remained silent, 
on the whole matter. 

He refused to comment on 
the^ propriety ^of ^the private 
subversiye-huriting organiza- 
tion Haying free space in a 
Natibnaf Guard Armory^ 

^SCREENED' 

A spokesman in Brown's 
office, did reveal, that 
-members of the • Governor's 
staff, including his chief liai- 
son officer, Major Harold 
Hjelm, .frequently consulted 
the 5an Diego Research Li- 
brary files to screen political' 
appointees. 

Meanwhile, General Hill 
announced that the purpose 
of seizing the files was *j 
get thenv out of the hands j 34 
the amateurs, and into- tlM 
^11 as. soon as possible.^^* 
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tmiQtieas of ^J«r Qtatral ROOSSQCK HILL, th* stat« AAjutaal 
Onmi, j^o waa oppmntly Mtlag on orders of Cbvmor m 
It oppMirs tet aoverser BROWl has b«<sa <niltft Msd 
date eooUlMd la %h» f ii«s of ths te Oist» 
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HILLi» th« Adjutant a«nml of ttm stmU Nfttlooal Ouavd, 
r*aiovea Arom tbe Sea fil«so Sea«ar^ ItLtemrjr « lo«k«d 
0at« vhioh was rapox>t«d to eoatain ftddttlooal flXMi« 
r«ooras« and do«uaents of tha IAlvaiy« aad thata ara to 
be tvamfcxvad to tha BuMu of OrlMlMa Zd«itlfl«ati«tt 
and XAvasti^tloB* fitata SapartoMit of juatla>a« Saavmttttoj 
Calif aeraia« uliav* ttia pvanloualy aaisad fiXa» m jgaiaatly 
aalntainad* 



'"Brown Still Sileni 



Major General Rodericl Governor Edmund G. 
L, Hiil, chief of the^alifor- [Brown, meanwhiie, maintain^ 
' - ed .his. silence* on- the iiles. 

cUrity checks. 



Ilia State military depart- 
ment, said yesterday a pri- 
vate anti- Communist file 
kept in a San, Diego Na- 
tional Guard armory cost 
the taxpayers "thousands 
of dollars." 

The files I and a one-ton 
safe were seized by General 
Hill last week on the grounds 
they were really State prop- 
erty. 

When Hill seized the files 
he said he wislied to put^^i 
arteory space by private ii i- 
tei'ests so the space could te 
us 3d for regular guaiu 



afi 



The file were kept in. re- 
cent years by a ^private-, or- 
ganization Ivnowh as, the San 
Diego Research Library. 

President of the Research 
Library is Major General 
George Fisher,^ .a retired Na- 
tional Guard oMcer from 
San Diego. 

He said information in the 
files was made available to 



the governor's office for (fee 
cu^ity checks. ^ ^ 

' ' Major, ^General Hatoid! 
Hjelni, the' governor's chief 
iiason officer, told The. 
Chronicle he has made. eight: 
to ten security checks- aj 
month for seversjl years, with i 
the San . Diego ' Research \ 
Library. " • j 

None of the checkfh re-' 
^realecL any substantial i if or- 1 
nation that could m be] 
. 'otihd security files, k6pt| 
%' public agencies, Hjelih 1 - 
said: : . , ^ ^ A 
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Public 
Sjefeed Filths 
' Shell Urges 

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 20;— 
Assemblyman Joseph Sh'ell 
said today that .contents of 
files and a- safe seized by 
State officials, frojn the San" 
Diego National Guard Armory 
should be made public imme- 
diately. * 

Shell said the files may 
contain information about 
highly placed public officials. 

The San Diego Besear»f|ii 
Library, which, has been con:-] 
p|ing information about al^ 
leged subversive acfivitiasJ 
cmims the files. ^ ^ 
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; SUNNYVALE, Feb. 2L-~~ 
!Gavernor Edmund G, Brown 
today broke his five-day 
silence on the seizure of antl- 
4ibversive files from the San 
J^iego National Guard armory, 

] Brown .said flatly: '1 ap- 
]5rove very much. I stand be- 
hind General Hill 100 per 
<ent." 

t He referred to Maj, Genv. 
Roderic L, Hillv chief of the 
^State's 'Military Department, 
HFho last >Veek ordered Jiine 
j|ling cabinets and a one-ton 
jsafe, reportedly containing 
.^jecret information on thou- 
sands of individual's ^nd or- 
ganizations, seized from the 
armory and' sent to the Bu- 
reau of driminal Identifica- 
tion and Information*. 
I Brown, who, met witli,news- 
men prior to addressing the 
.iijjhth Annual KeynoteSeries- 
£i|icheon of the SunnyWe 
<?l|amber of Gbmmerce'j laid:: 
I (I -I haven't received ^ re- 
i?^} (oh. the seizure) yet, feut 



" The California Poll: 
appears on Page 34. - 



I expect one by the end d£ 
the week.**' ' - 

Asked if Ke knew what .the 
.files, belonging to a nonprofit 
organization, known as the 
San Diego Research Library,, 
were doing in the- armory, 
the Governor replied: ' 
. *^No. I don!,t know what 
they were doing there."^ « 

Asked about his chi,ef 
liaison officer, Maij. Gen. 



iHarbld Hjelm, who, it was re 
ported, frequently consulted 
the * Reseai'ch Library 'files. 
Brown said; , , * , . 

"General Hjelm- lias been 
used by other Governors to- 
investigate- people through' 
files, , . . i have continued to 
use? him.** - 

Brown, who ;was in Santa 
Clara County as part of his. 
-'Report, to the People" li)ur,- 
left after attending two [ Sari 
Jose receptions for a swing 
trough the San Joaquin 
Valley. 
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Brown Backs 
izyre of . 
Secret Files ' 

/7y George Draper 

Governor ' JEclmuncl G. 
Bvowit sitid yesterday he 
approves of the seiziu*e ot i 
private aiiti . Coimiumist \ 
files froiu the Califorixia i 
National Guard araioryij 
in San Diego. 

At the same time, the '; 
Governor said he had per- 
mitted his chief liaison 
officer, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Harold Hjelm, to use 
the controvei^sial files in 
maldng security checks* 

The Governor's remarks 
weye made at a Sunnyvale 
press conference.: They were 
the iirst comments he has 
made on the subject since 
the files were seized nearly 
ten clays ago. 

The nine -filing cases con- 
taiuing names of 200,000 per- 
sons were kept in the Mg San 
Di^^o armory rent-free, hy a 
private, non-profit organiza- 
tion known as the San Diego 



lies: 
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Seizure 

From Page 1 



Research Library, w h Ic h 
labeled them "suspected sub- 
versives." 

SEIZURE 

The filing' cases^ together 
wj tb a onerton safe belonging 
to the National Guard but 
used by the Eesearch Li- 
brary, were seized^ by Major 
General -Roderic L. Hiir, cliicf 
of the California Stat6* Mili- 
tary -Department. | 
Hill took, the position that! 
the- files -are really State; 
property because members' 
of the. National Guard Re-; 
serve 4ielped compile them. 

The .adjutant general fur- 
ther argued that a private or- 
ganization such as the Re- 
' search Library has no busi- 
ness receiving free office fa- 
cilities, in a National Guard 
armory. 

APPROVAL 

ft "bo you approve of what 
^ enerai Hill didjn seizimg; 
} ie files?'* Governor Broyn 
asked by reporters. \ 
''Yes, I do," the Goveriifor 
^replied, "but I liaye not yetj 
received a r.eport from him ! 
on the matter." J 
Asked what the private or- 
ganization's files were doing 
in a State armory, Brown an- 
swered: 

iiave no idea what they 
were doing there." 

The Governor was then 
asked about his chief liaison 
officer, Brigadier General 
Hjelm, using the private files 
for security checks- on poten- 
tial appointees. 

'I do know that other G(w- 
eriiors^'Used General Hjejm 
fo!' that purpose and I ccn- 
iijued to use him," Bro|n 
relied. 



DATL 
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Scvfe in Gimrdi 
HQ Opened - ■ 

Examrficr CapitoJ Bureau V * 

SACRAMENTO, Feb: 26. 



pyi'ng rentfree sjpace in tM 
armory, 

Three locked filing cjlb' 
inets, which the Reseaiibh 
Library has filed suit, to 
cover,, were removed earlfer* 
General /Hill said these have 
not yet been opened but with 
the safe will be retained by 
the State Bureau of Criminal 
Ideritificiation and Investiga- 
tion here. 

Former Vice President 
•Eichard 3VL Ni:con meanwhile 
suggested that a legislative 
committee should investigate 
seizure* of the files. Nixon, 
speaking to Sari Francisco 
, . ^ . "jSfate* College students, said; 

—Files retrieved from th^ he ^beUeves a private organi- 
custody of a private aiiti- ^i^n.h 
Communist- organfeatioi.:^ gSef '' "^"S 
in San Diiego contained of- ' jiSECBET STAMP ' 
ficial and confidential Na-; ? Geheral Hill said the Fafe! 

tional Gua<rd personhel^4^t*^i»e<^^ folders stamped^ 

1)5crer but that the cto- 
t|ht| of these do not rellte- 
to Nktional Guard personnfeL 
He Jid'not elaborate/ II 
A ^ ^ ^ , ^ • ? suspect," he said, "the 
Adjutant General itodene folders were stamped 'Secret' 



recoTrds in addition to data 
on llleged subversive ac- 
tlviiy by civilians, . State 



L. Hill said today; ' 

He emphasized that the 
military records do not relate 



by George Fisher (a retired 
National Guard major gen- 
eral who is president of the 



to subversive activity andin-i^^f Library), 
clude-such things as personalis J^^ a report to Governorj 
histories of guardsmen. . Edmund G, Brown, Hill de-j 
Thesi said General HiU,^^^^^®^ locked filing cabir) 
were mixed in with reports pets as^ "intelligence files"^ 
of alleged Communist activity! co^^Pil'ed^ by the National- 



by civilians he did not iden- 
tifyandinf ormation on "pure- 
ly innocent, Godff earing peo 
pie" likewise having no con- 



Guard as part of its intelli- 
gence mission. 

He said he ordered the 
files seized when informed 



nectiori with the^ Nationalvthat State Senator Hugo Fish- 
Guard, ' er of San Diego had received 
SAFE OPENED' ^complaints that information 
Some of the material was '^^ /ij^s way being made 
found in. a 1,300 pound safe ^^^^^^We . to unauthorized 
removed from the iNationaii P^.^sons^ „ » | 
GuardI armory at Sait I)|eg6i sv "Such >1ntelligence fil^ 
over he last weekend; $liei)ie concluded, "must be] 
safe.'md been.usedby theSan/% hands ' of responsililc 
Diegd^ Kesearch Library, . an qlf ate officials for securitj 
uiiofficial,:organi2ation occu*- {.reasons;** 
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Memory Files. " 

By Jackson Doyle 
Chronicle Correspondent 

Sacramento 

A safe in the San Diego 
National Guard Armory, 
whick was used ])y a pri- 
vate anti-Communist 
group, contained confi 
' dential military intelli- 
gence material, T?he 
Chronicle, learned yester- 
day. 

The Chronicle further 
learned that the contents 

I i n^ c 1 u d e d documentary 

'l material from official U.S.. 

1* Army sources, some of it 
bearing an official-aiipear-' 

, ing "secret'' stamp. 

I Major General Roderic L. 
HiH, State Adjutant General,! 
said these xailitary' docu- 
ments "could not legally have 
come into the possession of 
the San Diego Research Lib- 
rary/^ the private anti-Red 

okit \ 

kxi addition to the military 
imelligence, the safe c|n 
tairied "confidential*' doss 
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^AnthRed Files 




From Page 1 



siers on private citizens of 
California. 

■One folder, labeled "Labor 
Problems/* lield information 
on unions and their, activi- 
ties in various Sgn Diego in- 
dustries. 

General Hill ordered the 
safe and several filing cabi- 
nates seized after he learned 
the private organization was 
using office space rent-free 
in jfhe armory, ^; 

lliey were transferred !:o 
tli^L Bureau of Criminjil 
Ideijitification and Investiga- 
tion liere on Saturday* 

The one - ton safe was 
cracked by the military over 
the weeltehd and the con- 
tents turned over to the CIL 

Harold. Gillett, CH chief, 
said the safe contained sev- 
eral cardboard boxes of ma- 
terialsj which are now being 
inventoried in a locked room 
in the CU's windowless head- 
quarters by Colonel Robert 
L, Quick, inspector-general 
of the California National 
Guard. 

TRANSFER 

What triggered the deci^ 
sion to transfer the files t 
Safcmento also becam- 
knj wn yesterday in a rdporS 
byiiGeneral' Hill to Governor 



Edmund G. Brown, 



It was a plione call early 
this month by State Senator 
Hugo Fisher of San Diego to- 
the Governor's executive sec- 
retary/ 'Charles A. O'Brien, 
complaining that unauthor- 
ized persons had access to 
the National Guard's files. 

O'Brien in turn phoned' 
General Hill and asked him- 
to investigate. General Hill 
did, and ordered the ^ files 
brought to Sacramento. 

NO RENT [[ 
Governor Brown, aft^'r 
reading his report on the 
affair, told the General hb 
had "exercised good jUdg- 
mertt," 

Fisherj who- charged that 
some material ivon). the files 
had been usecf against: him 
in a Senate campaign four 
years ago, phoned O'Brien 
Fetiruary 9, 

Eill reported to Brown in 
part as follows: 

"The files were compiled 
over a period of many years 
by various units of the Cali- 
fornia National Guard as 
part of its intelligence 
mission. 

"In J956, the files werft 
last placed under the superjl 
vision of Colonel Frank Foi^j 
ward as commander of th^- 
counter-intelligence* cdrps of 



the California N^iional 
Guard Reserve* j 
"On 23 December 1961, 
Colonel Forward reached; 
mandatory retirement age: 
under State law. Upon -his; 
retirement, tlie counter-intel- 
ligence- corps of the CNGR 
was inactivated, effective 31 
December 1961 . . , 

, ^'My investigation disclosed 
that no State official was im- 
mediately responsible for se- 
curity of the files. Because 
the National Guard, no longer 
performs a counter-injelU- 
gence mission, I asltedl the 
on to take custody ofj the 
files and the CII agreed to 
do so* 

TRANSFER 

"I further decided to sn-' 
pervise the transfer person^ 
ally and w^ntto Sari Diego 
on 13 February for tliat 
purpose; 

"It is my belief that the 
nature of these files and the 
attendant publicity have ob- 
scured the fundamental fact 
tliat such intelligence fUes 
must be in the hands of Re- 
sponsible State officials :or 
security reasons and tljat 
'this has been accomplished 
\y the transfer," 




General Threatens |l 
To Sue State Over i 
Seized Secret Files g 

, ...e. S--^ '^^TiT^^ 

of CaUtoinia for ¥250,000 befaiiso f f ^, ^oiitcsi Ma . Gen, of~__ 

Maj, Geti, Itodei-ic L. I Sacramento. 

• Slate adjutant general \vl'o P^Jl ciUItGEF rO'-^CS J 
U«.l!y seized lii=m ^^^^fV^fJ .^^e whole thing poiifeal «- 

1-f -^r:Vt.W. U ^^^^^^^^ 
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Files ai-e sulivevsive, 

[..It "if ftey want to 

suiSs, (iial's up t(i tUom. 

GOOD PURPOSE 
Fisher said have 

j iPlessft see ^ 



Col. n 




To Sue Over Files 



(Coniiimed from Page I) 
justice the 'United. StateSp for^ 



mer Govei^nor Knight, and Brown. 

Bro^vn's office confii'med that 
Hie center was "one of many 
sources used by the governoT's 
staff in checking references, of 
prospective appointees." 

Fisher said the research center 
had legal authority to iJse the arm- 
ory room rent-free. 

BACKED BV JONES 
His daim was backed by Maj. 
Gen. Bade M, Jones, Hill's pred 
ecessor as .poinmander o£ the 
California National. Guai^d, 

Jones said he had aatliorized the 
late MaJ. Gen. Haiph H. Van De* 
iiian, a military intelligence au- 
thority, to Iceep secret fi3es m the 
armory, 

Jones said Van Deman had 
''needed a place to work in secret 
on his material about subversive 
activities/' 

Hili denied such legal authority, 
_and said tlie room was assigned to 
the National GuarS reserve,- wMcli 



formerly conducted intelligence op 
erations* 

Hill said such operations are no 
longer a function of the guard. 
He said that National Guard per- 
sonnel helped compile the files 
and the state had housed tl^em. 

Fisher said he helped when Van 
Deman started compiling tl^e files 
in 1028. 

He said members of the San 
Diego Research Center financed] 
the work. He would not namejtlie' 
members. He said his staff inch des^ 
a paid secretary and three volun- 
teers* One is Mrs. Fisher. tHe^ 
wouH note name the otliers* 
FILBS LOCltED 
Meanwhile the files remain un- 
der lock and key at tJie Bm-eau 
o£ Criminal Investigation and 
rdentifi cation CCII). 

George H. Brereton, deputy di-! 
rector of the Justice Dopartmci^t 
whicii the CII is a part, remarked 



^3 

SACRAMENTO UNION 
Sacramento , California 
Date:^ -/<^. ^ 
Edition: ■*?>v.v^ 
General Manager zROBERf 

B. SELBY 
Editor tWILLIAM COKLIN 
Case : 

Classification: 



There seems to be so much cor 
fusion about whose filas ai'e wliaj: 
tliat we'll delay .a while and 
oitt what the situation is," 
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Data: Brown 

' SACRAMENTO, Feb' 27 
(AP) — Gov» Brown today 
said he has received a confi- 
dential report that a' safe 
seized from the San Biego 
National Guard Armdry con- 
tains military informatioii. 

The governor, at his hews, 
conference, said the mf orma- 
tion would not be released. 
He renewed his backing, of. 
the seizure by Maj. 6en.' 
Roderic Hill, state adjutant 
general^ who made the re- 
port. 

''The matter, is m ihe 
i:|ttrts,V Brown said', 
j 'I absolutely know frbrq 
^ conversation with th^ 
adjutant general that some 
of the things in the files 
should never have been in 
the hands of anyone biit the 
National Guard itself," 

BKOWN SAID the files 
also contain information on 
alleged subversive activities 
by labor unions and other 
nonmilitary groups and indi- 
viduals. The files were com- 
piled by the San Diego Re- 
search Library, which is go- 
ing to get them b^ck, 

Hill>. accompanied by Cali- 
fornia Highway Pattolmen, 
took custody of the files on 
Feb, 13 and' transported 
them to the State Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation and 
J d e n t i f i-c a^t-i o-n in .Sac^ 
tfamento, I 
I A safe containing thelmili- 
4ary information referrjld tb, 
by Brown was seized jater.' 



HILL XXAS niaintained 
that the files were compiled 

I ^vith state help, Icept on 
state property and are |tate- 
property. He said thefl be- 

, long with the CII, however, 
and not the National Guard. 

Brown said he did not 
ttkow if -national security 
was Involved^ lufc added 
that he would not release 
the jnaterial'. 

\ He said the material *-lias 
absolutely nothing tb> do 
with any private nonprofit 
organization/' 

^ ''Private people were us- 
ing public files,'' he said* 

THE GOVERNOR con- 
firnied that he, as well as 
former Govs. Warren and 
. K!hight, have received infor- 
mation on prospective ap- 
pointees from the National 
Guard. 

In his report. Hill said the 
flle^ were compiled over the 
^ears by the California Na-. 
tional Guard as part of its. 
Intelligence mission. 

Hill *said they had 
under tile supervision o 
, Counter • Intelligence 

ot the guard reseirire, 

was deactiyatedlast Dec. 31. 
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SACRAMENTO, Feb. 27,— 
The State Senate today sched- 
uled m inquiry into the ori' 
gin and' ownership of a truclc* 
load of *'secret'* records re- 
moved from a San Diego, 
National Guard Armory. 

Senator Hugh M. Burns of 
Fresno, DeitiOcratlc president 
pro tempore of the Senate, 
asked. Senator Edwin J: Regan 
of WeayerVillej Chairman of 
the Senate Judiciaiy Commit- 
tee, to conduct the inquiry. 

Began said he wolild pre- 
sent the matter to the judici- 
ary committee Wednesday, 
and ieit certain the member- 
ship would follow through. 

"I think the Judiciary Com- 
Imittee would be very much 
interested in the liistory of 
these records/^ Kegan said of 
the files, which now are in 
the custody of the State: I^p 
pajltment of Justice. "If th^ y 
benng to the State, then Ijy 
wl^it authority were they cdl^ 
Hs^Sed^ at Whose dirdctioA and 



for what purpose? 

"We obviously would want 
to know what use Ms been 
made of the files. ' ' 
• "We would anticipate giv- 
ing the Legislature a report 
before it adjourns the March 
.budget session." 

The records were contained 
in six steel file cabinets, two 
padlocked wooden cabinets 
and a 1,300 pound steel safe. 

Their transfer here was 
personally supervised by Maj- 
G&ih Roderic L» Hill, adjutant 
general of the California Na- 
tional Guard. 

Hiil said he h^d suspected 
they included information on 
subversive activities by pri- 
vate citizens as well as Na- 
tional Guard personnel. He 
felt the armory was not a 
proper repository. 

Tile safe was opened by a 
locksmith in the presence, of- 
five State employes. Prelim- 
inary exaininatibn- by Cql. 
Robert Quick, an investigator 
from Hill's office, indicatjjd 
th6 records* dealt with sub- 



versive connections of private 
citizens, interspersed witn 
military personnel details. 

The Examiner learned from 
another source that the files 
containGd copies of publica^ 
tioiisj including The People's 
World^West Coast Commu- 
nist organ — ahd excerpts 
from 0 t li e r publications. 
These were indexed and cross- 
indexed: 

Hill .said the military rec- 
ords were purely inform^t- 
tional, and as such could be 
considered official and con- 
fidential. He described other 
records as the "dumping 
grounds for lots and lots of 
information- on people who 
had nothing to do, with the 
guard whatsoever/* 

Governor Edmund 
Brown told his news confer- 
ence today: 

think the adjutant gen- 
eral acted properly ia this 
matter,, the matter Is in the 
hands of the courts and I 
know froni my conversation 
with>the adjutant general that 



sqjmc of the things— hot alllof 
tipn — should never hqlve 
been in anybody's liands jtx- 
ccpt the proper National 
Guard authorities/* 

A private San Di^go anti- 
Communist research organi- 
zation* headed by retired Maj« 
Geri. George* W. Fisher, J|as 
!|ued the State for recovery 
i 'f tile files, claiming they fre 
ju-ivate propei'ty. They isk 
$25O;OO0'Iii lieu of r^aVety. 



4 




the Senate jltdiciaiy comniit- 
! tee headed by Senator Edwin. 



-Regan (Dcm-Weaverv: 



llle) 



^By Geor'^e Draper 

• Governor Edmund G. 

Brown was accused j^ester- 1 ^ i^i^'estigate the secret 1 
day of "trying to plan ajfUes/ , ' ! 
witch hunt'* by seizing a ; attorney Condra,Avha filed ^ 
private organization's antx- 5^ $250,000 .suit against Gov-j 
Communist files from a j 3^,^^^ > Brown and others for j 
San Diego armory. - S recovery of the. files, said he ; 

The charge was made by|cloubfed secret military in- 
Attorney Graiidall Condra of {formation was in the safe.. 
San Diego, who represents} rpj^e Besearch Library con- 
the San Diego Research Li-j ten^s- the files are private 
fei'ary. broperty while the State 

The Research Li b r ary claims tliey represent mate- 
(headed by retired Major Gen- {rial gatliered in large part 
: eral George Fisher, kept the [ by— and maintained by— the 
files rent-free in the main^slkte. 
S|n Diego National Guard ^on'dra said the presence 
'IH^ aZ qIT 68 ' folders marked ''Labor 

sfzed and, shipped to. Sacra- ^|^es not raise thei 

ntento two weeks ago. _ ^j... < - r^i. ia^'^ t. " ^ 
'^The seizure was political," J ifif'erence that .the Researa 
Gdndra'dccW'^ireSterday,:!^^^^ eftgage.* ii 



''and everything that's beehi 



"labor spying.^' • 



done with the files arid safe L .^^t' ^ ^ 
since then was poiitical/' | labbr problems were brought 
, ^ about due to activities of the 

ThenmefiUng dases con-|(r.o^^uni^^ Party," the at- 
taining records on 200^000 |;j;ojttney said. 
Calif ornians, and the cbiv| ' * . 

tents of a one-ton safe used. Tile grovymg controversy 
by the Research Library are P.f^.tl^e fate of the secret 
now in the custody of the{^^lj also drew fjre from 
State Department of Justice J Stale- Senator Hugh Rsher 
1 , m J » (Dem-San Diego}. 
It was revealed Tuesday* ^. ■ ^. , ^. ^ 

that the safe contained con- ^^lier said certain retire4 
fidential and, secret military ,i|^^tional Guard personnel 
informaUon, plus six special M^ad informed him that the 

folders marked "Labor Prob- tj^^®^ ^^^^^ by ^'private 
;^^g;> f| persons for other than gov- 

' 1\ cr L TT ^1 "5-j^MiGntal-,purpo$es."- ^ '^ 
State Senator Hugh M. ^ ^ , 
urns (Dem-Fresno) indi-y '^^'ore particular y» t 
(cated yesterday he \vill ask fSenatoj^ d'ecla;:ed^, /^^^^ 

Avere usM.for febe .political; 
social aiid economic *harta'ss- 
mentr of ' peSfsons " not in the 
good graces of those who had 
access to the files/'' 

Speaking at a press confer 
ence yesterday. Governor 
Brown defended the file- 
seizure .and said Major Gen- 
eraimoderic L. Hill, adjutant 
gendbl of the State militaj^ f 
depdfctment had '^acted proD- 
erly«* in moving the files jfoJ 
Sacramento. ^ \j 
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Tot SAC, S«& Ditgo 

E^oou Director^ FBI 

SAN DISGO R£S£ARCB USEART 
RESEARCH (CRIME R£COROlQ 



Roiirl«t i*a6-<^, > copy of which U ncio— d lor tht Urformattoa 
Of Loo Ai<»l— , eoaowatog tho moat gBbUe poUtteal idf tf r i y iwaWag 
tte oi*yor«lm fllos of Ite 8n Dlofo Roootreii LOvary. 

Calllorala Attoraoy Gonorol Mtook vtoltod Bwom 
oi whifih UiM ho triod lo ftani ttM nioo of tbio Ulmy ov«r to tte Bv^^ 
liDok was lotoraiod Unt tiMo lUoo mo of ojii^^ 
tgJIlfcJEBI sad wo, of eeoroo, wald tawo 

Mosk UKttoatod Uo approelottoo of our couSdbratlen Md otated bo would 
ooBotifytiloCalifonUoffioo. to vtov of flio fart that th» oooHmoroy lo 
otUZ ragtag bi Caiifonla* I mwt to omphaotao that, ao Allonoy OoMral liook 
vao toU, vo hftvo ao iatoroot la thooo fUoo, ^^^kLXkM^j;^^^ 
aittar jadlMsy ttM* J«m »li9«W roooifo ^mmfm^ mt&amu^ 

ohoold bo aaowoffod irtth ao Mmnoait. 



Saa lYaaeioeo 
i * Loo Ai^oloa -liaolomro 
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Secret Files 



J return of documents locHjed* 
y ^ O I in a one-ton National Gua rd 
1^ i ^^^^^ which was used by tiej 
I n C^Pi" OiSf^K' ^'Research Library and which] 
I U %J^^t M«BVfBV -Uygg ge|2ed along with the; 

I files last week at the armory, j 
. ^ Senator Fisher has charged | 
^ 'that in at least one instance j 
inforination was "leaked" i 
A coKnnnn ^Av^on,^ secret files and 

• "^i^ iS?.^^^^^ to "smear" him in a 

ing the return of a huge political camnaien 
anti-Red ffle seized at .^.^^^W.^^^^^ 
National Guard ^vmry^G^^^^f'Se^ 
here was filed yesterda^^^^^ Meanwhile, *it was' dis- 
the San 'Diego Supenor ^,^^^5^^ ^j^^^ ^S3J^^tQJ, 

' \, ^ J i - ;i administrative assistant, 
Named as defendants were 



San Diego 



governor Edmund G. Brown 
Major General Roderic L. 
Hill, State adjutant general; 
State Senator Hugo Fisher; 
;Dem-San Diego) and Harold - 
P. Gillett, chief of the State 
Bur^jau of Criminal Ihvesti- 
gati( n and Identification.. 
, TI e suit was brought in": 
oehalf of the San Diego Re- 
jearch* Library^ a non-profit 
corporation, and its »pfesi* 
lent;, retired Major Generiii 
George W. Fisher: 

It asked for return of the 
line filing cases containing 
iOO,000 names of suspected 
ubversives plus $60,000; 

It the files are not re- 
urned then the Researcl 
ibtary and General Fishe: 
re'. iemanding-$250,0d0>f ro] 
he; defendants; 

Tine suit also asked for thSi 



Lloyd R. Winburn, person- 
ally requested the California 
Highway Patrol to aid in the 
seizure of the files. 

The request was made of 
Captain Rolland Gautsche, 
San Diego area patrol con? 
I lander, according to Coni 
nissioner Bradford Critteu 
elen^of the patroll 

Our Correspondent 
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4?atJNained 
Itt Suit OH 

RedFile 

SAN bSEQO, Feb. 23- 
a'PD--^Goverjior Edmund G 
SrouTi was named defendant 
3n a §250,00Q suit filed today 
for » return of secret files 

seized from the National 
Guard. Armory.: 

Tlie Superior Court suit 
filed by San Dilgo He 
seaixJi Library, which claini 
9\«ip of . tlie files, and 
J^^tional Guard jffi 
jor QeilergI- George W. Fisher 
Presrdent df the library 

*eS'"&f^-^'' <2efendants 
Tiere State Senatdr Hugo 

ego^ JIajor General .Roderic 
adjutant ^ 
eral: and Harold J. GilTett 

■ chief Of the State Sure S 

SS£tS~« « 4 

tc^aiof $250,000 if they aae 

ofc ¥ to- prohibit Stale 
officials, from examining til 
contents of the files ^ 
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SAN DZ£O0 RB^aOtCH UBBARIT 



fte «irt«l from aan ZHego to Bureau daM 2-17-^ Mi 
3im m«c«» iMtMr dat«4 ^-a^-€et. 



lnfc»Qaa«lQo of the Bureau aaft 

aarUeX* appearing in tlali 
oa 2-^^ qiaotes state _S«patflr 

tj, Veav«rvlIXe> Call fox«t&« 
CaXif ora^ Smia^ Jisdtaliir 




For th« adtiltiaaax 

"Saa m«ga <Crl 

C£BEii3Cn&&a or t^ha 
6c>aoiitt««» to the «^r6ot that he irlXX a«ic hia 
Ottdlelasy Coimlttee to sake aa imieiilata ianratfi^lsati^. 
lato tha InteiaigMiee nXea »al]itaizte4 tm SMM XfSJBS^ 
msSMRCS IXmum mxl^ mm imxved fpom the Mlonal : : 
auard Anooa^y at Sma 2%lcgo by repraM»i^itlfea af tht 
State AdJudMKt 6eiM«aI« fcms la t«om aa atatlAg 
that he la aure thRt his caQsaltta* viiX aat mloAii 
reqaeat^ pap«fara)dy In tlae ta z*^p«rt to the Xa^^aia- 
ture hetope It ad^oiinis Ita Hli^ hud^at aas^ 
KfiQAK r%port«d3^ stated ^t he thli^ the 3^ 
JtudilelAvy CcHSBiittee vcmld he vex^ iiotcraated lo the 
hlstoar^ of theae mac and. If tMr Miang to ttse dt«*t^ 
t;; «hat authority they «ere aoOJteaM* .at itfhiMi* dlrea^^ 
tloHy aoA f or «hat j^xvpoea* 



the aan* hempaper artieia q^ot ^ (kmrnxv BROIlir ae 
9tatli« that 1^ aar^ . ftiaiitalJrtag aai«na3; beKrflgg^ 

to ^ m jaacm maxiam ldaum, vhi^ im* axaa 

x>^Vtt4l by repreaentatlvwi oT t^e Adjataast Q<tta«aX» 
lAilXe la a loakea «oaclltlw» ifKa opened laQT >^l>ream 
tlve» of tha Stata oxi S^sMtt aiitf aaa l^cna^d ta aootala 
'^olasalfl^ iBlxltazir infpm»tlo«i not aald^aiia 
^ se^arlty ^Uaenaionfi^' • Qonemor la fuotad aa 

5^ statins that uie safa aflKta^JMid "lA^^ 
I«hor Qolona and alvUlcni^ ; 




39uF«au AIR {MlII» 
» 3an Franolscc (xaf qO 

- SO . . 



I 




SB 66^X005 



Aft the Bur«au win not^ troia the above« Idle poUtleal 
aspeettt of thle ease seem to be far-reaohlng a»d eautslng 
wiaeepread eonaoent In the San zaego ai*ea. As the Bureau 
bim 1)etn pspevlously advised. It is new appaupent that the 
aetion on the psart pfxUie State vas instl^ted by State 
Senator HOOO ?}SISSBi^Dmo«nt« San Diego County, An 
'esxt<$a^GaTppe«ve44a the '*San Btego imion" on 3->X-^S 
erltlel2l2% FXSBER very severely Tor insti^ting this aetion 
in removing the files of the SAN DIEGO R£S£ARCH LXERARY and 
ealllns ui>on widespread p«iblloity with regax^ to his netivea* 
This editorial stated that the reasons behind the removal 
of these files vould be elven wide publlo disolosure during 
the trial of the suit whleh has been lAstltttted for the 
recovery of the files and through the requested Investlflatlon 
by the State Senate JUiULelary Committee, 



f 




Gov- Edmund G. Browh' 
has defended the seizure of 
private anti-Communist files 
from the California National 
Gujird armory in San Diego. 

However, Brown conceded 
that he had aUowed his chief 
liaison officer, Brig. Gen. 
lilkrold Hj.eim, to use the con- 
tri versial files for security 
cljacks. These remarks came' 
yesterday at a press confer- 
ence in Sunny vale, 

Nine filing cabinets and a- 
one-ton safe, which reportedly 
contain hitelligence data dat- 
ing back to 1928 on the loyalty 
of from 150,000 to 200,000 in- 
dividuals and organizations, 
were seized 10 days ago by 
Maj. Gen. Boderic Hill, State. 
Adjutant General; 

Brown told the new confer- 
ences 

approve very much. I 
staiid 100 per cent behind: 
GlneralHiU." \ 

\ :he San Diego Research Hi- 
briiry, a private non-profit 
gcihization,. compiled and usSd 
the files. The filing cabinets 



and safe belong to the Cali- 
fornia National Guard, 

Rethred Maj. Gen. George 
Fisher of San Diego, presi- 
dent of the private research 
organization, has threatened 
to sue the state for $250,000 it 
{he files aren^t returned. They ^ 
I ave been sealed and turned 

ver to the State Bureau: ol 
\ Jriminal Identification andi En- 
formation in Sacramento. ^ ^ 
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I 6ih Army Link 




« By George Brftper 

;A new mystery devel- 
oped yesterday concerning, 
tlie origin of the secret 
anti-subversive files seized 
by the State two weeks 
ago in a San Diego Na- 
tional Guard armory, 
; Jlfajor General George 
I Fisher, a reUred Nationc^P 
>Gyard off{<*er, originally 
1 claimed tlie files were given 
J to: the San Diego Kesearcf 
|Library in 1952 ty the wldoV. 
^nf jUajor General Ral^li Vai 

:^|esterday, however, a 6th 
Army spokesnian at tiie San 
]?ranciseb Presidio jsaid the 
voluminous files compiled hy 
.General Van Demaa were 
turned over to 6th Amy 
following the general's death 
in 1952. V 

SCBEENED 

^'They were screened and 
centralized here, and then 
shipped tack to Washington, 
C,*' the spokesman said. 

A--fter the controvevsial 
files in the San Diego armory 
were seized two weeks, ago, 
General Fisher and thei San 
Di^go jtle search. Library 
hirought ^uit for their return. 

'ihe suit naimed Governor 
Edmund G. Browii, Major 
Gei^ral Hoderic Hill, chief of ^ 
tire ] California, military de- 
par^ nentj Sa^ o 1 d Gill^tt, 
cliidf of the? bureau of crim- 
inal iclentiiieation and inves- 
tigation, and" State Senator 



Hugo Fisher (Oem - SSin 

Diego). 

COURT ORDER 
As an outgrowth oE the 
$250,000 s u i t. Governor 
Brown and the three other 
officials were served yester^ 
day with San Diego superior 
court oi^ders restraining them 
from examining or destroy- 
ing the filesi 

Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Arlo Smith said the^ 
State will fight to present 
the order from heihg nfade 
permanent at a court hearing 
in San Diego next Friday. 

General Fisher was report- 
ed en route -from WasMng- 
ton, D.G.. yesterday and 
could. not be reached for com- 
ment on the 6th Army state- 
ment regarding the files. 

200,000 NAMES 
His wife told Th^ Chron- 
icle she thought tiiat per- 
haps bnly a part of the Van I 

Demam file went to eth- 
Army and tlie rest went to^ 
the research library. 

General Hill« who person- 
ally seized the nine filing 
cases containing" reports on 
some 200,000- Galifornians, 
,has contended tiie files were 
ipixt together hy persons on 
the payroll of the Californi 
Mlitary Department, 



rJi the Van Deman fa 

wsjre picked up by 6t^ji 
Army/* said General Hifljj 



m mmmm flpll , 
mm M^M^w-^ / e 
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*fthat would mean more than 
ever that tlie files 'we seized 
were the properly of the 

:eantime, Mayor George 
istopher, campaigning in 
La Puente for the Republican 
?iomination for lieutenant 
governor/ ashked last night 
that the files be turned over 
to the Federal Bureau of In- 
vesiJgation pending a court 
decision, on their ownersMp. 
. He called the seizure "one 
b£ the most critical issuei^ in 
the three-year history of tlie 
Brown Administration." 

**If the files are state prop 
erty," he said, ''the public 
has the right to know under 
what circumstances they be 
came available anjd accesr 
sible to any private sources. 
; "If the files are not state 
"property, then an unwar-; 
:vajnted seizure of priva|ej 
pJoperty has clearly, bedn] 
c<i mmitted, and those respoi i-^ 



)le must be held to 



count/* 



■Wrhtm Proof 




By George Draper 
r State officials are in 
possession of two docu- 
ments, The Chronicle 
'learned yesterday, which 
prove" that the '^private''- 
anti-subversive files seized' 
hi- a- San Diego National 
Guard armory are the 
property oX the State. 



the Research Library had| 
bought , the filing cabinets 
and c(ird tniys. . . " 

SPJENDJNG ' - 
General FLsiier said yester- 
day Jhe. Research Uhrary 
spent $40,000 in tlie last 10 
yeai\s'to ^iiaihtahi the file^. 
- ''Why would Ave spend $40r 
i'OOO JcGcping the daani things 




roperiy ojl uie i^ince. i ^.^ai. ^.^^..^m. 

One of the docunient& istup if they belonged to tlie\ 



a'Kational ftuard" Reserve re- 
ceipt for special li'ays to hold- 
the thousJUKls of filing cards 
containing information on 
200,000 Cahfornians. 

Tiie second is a National 
Guard Reserve property 
sheet which records the is- 
suance of 10,000 filing cards- 
to Major General Georgji 
Fisher, re iked Nation ail 
Guard officer, who is presj- 
denl of the controversial Saili. 
Di^Jo Research library. 

RECEIPT 

The receipt for the filing 
tarys was signed by Colonel 
Frank Forward, retired chief 
' of a National Guard Reserve 
! counter -inCelligence unit in 
! San Diego. 

i Colonel Forward is a vice 
j president of San Diego Re- 
! search Library. 
; The Research Library is 
j suing Governor Edmund G. 
; Brown and three other State 
i officials for $250,000 and dc^ 
i jnanding return of the .secret 
'files, which were seized two 
weeks ago by Ihe California 
]\'Iilitary Department 
; General Fisher expressed 
i surprise when told about tlie 
! property sheet indicating 
10,000 filing cards- were is- 
'sited to Wm. » 
' '^Why me? I had nothing 
to do AVith the NationiftT^ 
uard Reserve," he said. ] 
He added that he hdi 
_DUg]it plenty of filing cardp 
witii his own money or Re- 
search Library money. 
The general^ al^Q iusji^te.d.1 



Stater^ lie asked 

Gener4' Fisher said small 
private coiUrihutiom helped 
defray the-aiinual $4000 cost 
of maintainiJig the f iles^ ' 

He denied that those who 
cbntrihuted were given 
access to the secret informa- 
tion locked in the lllingicah- 
inets. I 

Only irepresentativeii of 
government agencies dbnld 
ohtaiti information f rom llie 
files, the general said 
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The disclosure yesterdav/6y a Sixth Army 
spokesman at San Francisco that at least part of 
the voluminous files of the late GeneraTVanJDe^^ 
were- turned over to the SM&~Afmy^fter the 
general's death in 1952 adds an interestiiig aspect 
to .a case that was bizarre enough to begin with, 

The files, accepted by the Sixth Army and thfen 
sent on to Washington after screening, must have 
been considered of considerable importance for such 
trouble to laave been taken. 
^ But the files compiled by General Van Deman 
are supposedly concerned only with civilians, and 
especially those who the good general felt were 
acquiring one shade or another of th^t cblor whici 
the Communists have made their own. - 
So wliat does that me&n? 

Does it mean that the Sixth' Army-^and so pre^ 
sumably the others in the country also-^are getting, 
set to protect themselves against a segment of the 

civilian population? . 

It is difficult to envisidn any other - construction 
to- be put upon the act. Furthermore, it must be 
admitted that it is up to any army anywhere to have 
a. piari ready for any contingency whatever;. 

Nonetheless, it is something of a shock to dis- 
cover that in the United States it is nciw felt to be 
necessary for such - a batch of files, concerned 
mainly with the civilian population of the state, 
to be made a matter of serious study by the Army , 
to say nothing of the FBI which undoubtedly a - 
is reviewing them. 

It rather gives one that feeling of being watci 
- —and iiot by just Big Brother, but instead bf 
whole host of gum shoes^ ' ; 
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'^slced to Be 




--t^OS ANGELES-(^A real 
estate woman says she was^ 
enlisted by an undercover 
group to work as an unoffi- 
cial informer for the Califor- 
nia-Natiohal Guard Reserve. 
' Mrs. Helen Wysong said she 
was given a code name and 
promised -training in the use 
of r firearms— but was never 
given anything to do. 

Mrs. "Wysong, 50, said she 
befiame suspicious of the 
group* and informed the FBI 
what she knew of its activi- 
ties. She gave the details yes- 
terday to the Los Angeles 
7imes* 

National Guard authorities 
in Sacramento said there was 
no ilauthorization for sudh a 
nefi vork of informants. 

3\':a3. Dana Robert Badcus, 
coihmander of the 1st J^at- 
talion of the California Na-| 
tional Guard Resei^ve, was^ 
identified by Mrs Wysong as 
Oie organizer. 

-He told the Times he tried 
to-build the network as "a^ 
group of individuals strategi- ' 
cally placed in industry and , 
elsewhere- who might have ac- 
cess to certain bits of inf or- 1 
mation which would aid the 
military in. performmg its 
work in case of disaster.** 

,IJe said he undertook the 
project on his own, without, 
consulting his superiors. Hei 
said the project was never 
completely organized. 

Mrs. Wysong said she was« 
invited to join the group by a 
minister who told her it was 
an anti-Communist grcjjiip. - 
She said she was told l^fcer 
meit it was gathermg infori la- 
tim about tlie Minuteme^ a 
nlQitia-like volunteer' group, 
aM the Muslims, a radical 
^ Negro group. J, 
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she- met Majo^ JDana KobertI 
.Backus,' commander of the. 
iFirsfe Battalion of the.Cal fbr-j 
.Ilia National Guard Reseijve. ; 

^Me. explained that jhey 
were' organizing . a citizens* 
committee of' the National 
Q u.a-^ i A e i e tf'v e/' Mrs. 
Wysoiig continued.' "I .quesr 
tioned the part of the Na^ 
tionaf Guard in regard td 
suck an organization." 

Subsequently, according to 
Mrs. Wysong, she was never 
assigned to any specific work 
iri the group and *'l w6ft? no, 
ifurther with it," 

ALERTS FBI / 
« ^ o-^'^-r 'She' brought the matter to' 



I etwork iij 
mIo Giiard? 

Woman Tells of 
Being Recruited 



Ail attempt to enlist 
civilians in a secret group 
to 

activities and report them 
(0 he California National 
Gii|ird*Re serve was re 
vealed last night. 

Mrs. Helen Wysong, 52, -a 
real estate saleswoman, told ^. ^ 1^.^.1 

The Examiner by telephone if anyj action the FBI took m 
irom her Alhambra. home: ^ li^^^^^?}^^^??- , . . 

-I was invited by a minis-f ^ mot Backus has not con- 
ter of the Church of Faith to] tacted her since the Septem- 
attend a meeting in his home her^m^^^^^ she added 
last Sept 15 to set up a vol^ . "What ^^^^''^^ ^J^. 
unteer anti-Communk .or^gr^^P ^^^^ ^^^^ orgamzed 



was^ funny that tlie Nationjl 
Gusird' Reserve should be ia- 
'volved in an , investigative 
project," 

]V|?Si, Wysong, who is active 
in Republican.politicai circles, 
said she did not know what, 



ganizalioii which would- , Jje. 
on the lookout for subver-* 
siyes/' ' 'f^ 

FIREARM USE ' ' 

Those who attehded AVere 
told "we weire to. havQ'vSqme 
{paining- and woulff'-pe^'takei 
into: the (NationaL -Guarc^ 
\ rmory and taughtio use f ird 
^frms," Mrs. Wysong said* - „ 

Atthermeetirig,.sherelate4f but denied tliat it. was 



ther6 I don't know," slie.said. 
"I felt that this was not the 
proper approach, to tlae probr 
;lem. of Communism and sub- 
veir^ve activities." 

. , MAJOR EXPLAINS 

^ Reached- for commenti M? 
jdr IBacKu^ acknowledged th| 
:heJ attempted- lo estabii'^i 
an informants' network^ 
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I Cat Qua;i^d Spy^Net? 



. (Continued 

plalined as a civilian auxil- 
iaij& or affiliate of the Na- 
tional Guard. : • ' 

''The purpose of the net- 
work/* he said, "was to ^ave 
a l^ody of individuals strate-. 
gically placed in industry and 
elsewhere who might bave 
access to certain bits of in^ 
formation tliat would assist 
the military in performing 
its work in case of disaster." 

The major .said he under- 
took' to organize the 'group, 
''solely on my own" and with- 
out consulting, his National 
Guard superiors. 

GENERAL QUOTED 
. On this point, . Brigadier 
,General B: J. Kitt, Deputy 
Adjutant General for the 
Army, said in Sacramento: 

"There has neyer been any 
authorization to form such- an 
organijlation as an informants? 
netwoijk."' 

Thefgeneral said his office 
would-be in|erested in mak- 
ing further^^ihquiries if such 
an- attempt has iDeen made. 
ENLIST FORMS 

*We don- t want the Nation- 
al Guard Reserve- in that 
type 'of endeavor/'" Kitt de- 
clared. 

jVIi-s. "Wysong, who has 
been a member of the Los 
Angeles County Republican 
Committee since 1943, told 
The Examiner that she and- 
others who were at the Sep- 
tember meeting were given 
National Guard Reserve en- 
listment forms to fill out 

" .thought that the use of: 
such forms by the military 
for organizing a citizens? 
gijbup was^ strange, indeed,| 
sl]b said. | 

jput Major Backus at firsj 
saM enlistment fiprms were 
not* given 4o candidates for; 



rem Page i) : 

the "informants' neiworf 
Then, he added: " * | 
"It wa^ an official^Nationalj 
Guard screening form," -he- 
said. '"If ^ the people were 
qucilified, We were going to; 
bring them into the. militairy. 
But the project was aiever' 
completed.'' 

NOT ELtGJBLE 
Later, he acknowledged 
that National Guard Reserve.^ 
**enlistment blank" had beenj 
used but said htose.who filled! 
them out "were not eligible i 
for enlistment." . 

1 won't say why they were 
ineligible/' he said, . , 
. Mrs: Wysong said she had 
asked ^ Major Backus: at the 
September -meeting "why the 
5SFational Guard^ liidh't oper- 
ate it directly instead of 
going through this civiMn 
fthannel/' She quoted: hin^f as 
Jleplying; ,that '"the Natidhal 
|uard cannot do the thviigs 
lh are going to do. This is 
a statewide organization/'. 



Ykiona Vl's Sioty 




From Our Correspondent , . 

Los Angeles . . ■ 

A inidcUe-aged real estate woman said yesterday 
slie was recruited into au antirCommiiiiist intelli- 
gence groxip set up as a civilian branch of the Cali^ 
iornia National Guard^ Reserve; 

ijelen Wyspn, 52, of Alhanibra, long prominent 



In Republican Party work 
• she was sworn in secretly 
as "Victoria VI," ber 
code name, she told the 
FBI all about the organi- 
zation» 

jJCop spokesmen for the Nar 
tijnai Guard in Sacramento 
in| mediately said thex*e was 
xm authotlzation for such an 



liere, said that even before 



organization. They said they 
would investigate Mrs. Wy- 
son's story. 

Mrs. Wyson, former head 
of the Republican Speaker*s 
Bureau andnow a member of- 
the dOP County dentrarComv 
mittee, told of lier enlistn^eigsj: 
aslla counter-spy in an inte: 
vi# ^Yith the L03 AiigeL 
es. 

the Speakers Bureau: 
jworlc, she said,, sjie became 



HriNFORK^.ATION COMTAfflED 
HERON 18,uMCLA5SlFiED / / 
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GOP Woman 



Riveals 

From Page 1 



Role 



Siik\//^B^eIviac* *"^^^ ^^'^^^ told til a t Avej 
UyVS3H5iYS5» j were to have some trq|ming' 
^ and were to be brouglii intOj 
kho armory and taught Hmv to 
ise firearms." I ' 

The major told hei' she' 
,Was not to talk to him if she 
Tmet him on the street un-. 
; less he ^'acknowledged" her, ' 
A "Operatives "were to be 
acquainted with Dr. Robert ^ i^nown as Victoria I, 11 and 
Lord, pastor of the Alhanibra go on," she said. "I was Vit- 
Church of Faith. She said she - ^^na VL" 
sent speakers to meetings- Major Backus denied that 
he had arranged, ^ the National Guard Reserve 

GOOD AMERICAN had a spy network, hut said 
Last September, Mrs, tiiat he had personally at- 
Wysong said, she .received a; tempted to build an "mform- 
call from the minister. ants group,". He would not 
"Helen" he asked "Are say whether he had ma n- 



you h good American?^%^ 
' Tifen, she said, Dr.. Lord 
toldlBier that he had'a- /'yery'^ 
conddential matter ' to: 'dis- 
cuss" about setting up an 
"anti - Communist organizar 

tion." V'-''^' 

She accepted ah Trivitaiion^ 
to attend a meeting at Dr." 
Lord's house, then Ibid the 
FBI about it. 

She said she was escorted 
alone to the den of the home- 
and given a National Guard 
enlistment blank. She lie'ard 
others enter and heard them 
escorted separately to other 
rooms. 

"•Then I was taken upstairs 



wh^ 



re a young womaa was 
waiting," 
jj MET C. 0. 
It was there, she said, that 
she met Major Dana Robert 
Backus, commanding officer 
of the First Battalion of tiie 
California National Guard 
Reserve, 

Backus told hexv she re- 
ported, that "this was to he' 
a.s t a t e wi d e organization," 
She asked why the National' 
Guard didn't set up- the or 
ganizatidii directly^ instead of 
using civilians* He replied 
"because we're going to do 
things that -the Nation^^I 
Guard can'tdo." 



tained any files of ihfor^if^ 
oa they had supplied 1^ m^j 
He added that he/acted 
ithin the regulations- of the^ 
.eseirve which authorized 
him to "prevent espionage 
and sabotage." 

ON OWN 
He declared he had not 
consulted his superiors, but. 
h£id acted solely on his own; 

He said he had approached 
individuals Avho were "stra* 
tegicaliy placed in industry 
-and elsewhere who might 
Have access to cerifcain bits- of 
information that would aid 
the military in performing 
its work iu the case of dis- 



ft^r," 



caiers 



I Dr. Lord referred . 
tkMajor Backus, giving tt em. 
tj^e National Guard Res^e^ 
telephone number. 



'ON ALERT* 



1 He told us," Mrs. Wyso 
sai'i, "that we were tarbe oxfi 
thdl alert for subversives and 
to report them.^^ 



State Guard 
Investigatirlig 
rivate Spy 



J 

Sacramento ^ 
The inspector general of i 
the Calif ox'nia N a t i o n a 1 j 
Guard was sent to Los An- j 
geles yesterday to investi- \ 
gate reports that a major » 
in the National Guard Re- 
serve tried to set up a 
civilian- brand! for anti- 
Communist spying. 

Colonel Robert L. Quick, 
the inspector general, will re- 
port on his findings to Major 
General Roderic L. Hill/^hl^f 
of the California Military.De- 
partm^nt. i 
1 Tlij^ NationatGuard Reserve 
! officj jr, who allegedly tried to 
the private spy^ 




Gfeneral Hill said he is 
awaiting a report from' colo- 



nel /Quick before decidij 
what J action to take rega^ 
dng!- Major Backus. 

"Sounds to 'me like tBis 



I orgai uze 

! group, is Major Dana. Rob-f was a case of poor judgment 

\'0\\ Backus' part," the general 
said;* " : 

The reserve was organized 
in 1950 to fill the vacuum 



\ ert Backus. 
1 Backus, commander of the 
1 National Guard Reserve^s 



5 FirstBattalion, was idehtifiedj created when the 40th Na- 
jas leader of the group 
;Mrs. Helen Wysong, 52, 



by I tional Guard Division left for 
tbe Korean war. Th^ reserve 

member of aie'liOS^Angeles , f Ji^i^bers about 700 mem- 
,,. _ . ,',bers • equipped with non- 

CommlE <^«"*"l;workUig sitagfield rifles. 

GeneM Hill said he knew 
[\oi no direct tie-in between 
the intelligence group organ- 
ized by Major Backus and; 

"d 
u- 
st^ 



She said she was asked to 
join- the civilian group* last 
September and wajs given 
the code name "Victoria VI 



Ti 
give] 
part 



5 group, she said, was] 
the impression it was 
of the National GuardJ 



f) the* SanDiegoNationalGuil 
Reserve group wliich maj 
tallied secret anti-Commtluj 
'fil65. *■ 
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Prohe of- 




rCuard has no intelligence 
^ xihit, but the Reserve haqi one- 
'from 1956 imtil Hill ; dis-' 
{ banded it at the end off last 
' year. Hill said: 



Order^ 



A general investigation of 
the TjOO-man California Na- 



"The Reserve intelligence; 
was supposed to screen peo-; 
pie "Witliin the Reserve. I had 
misgivings about it when I 
came into office m 1961, and 
it was phased out." • 

Inspector General Quick 
will Investigates' - Mrs. Wy- 



tional Guard Reserve was: ,s6ng's disclosures that she 
ordered by State Adjutant \^as taken intb undercover 
General Roderic L. HilL yes? group as part of a network 
terday. . ^ ^ of ileserve informants., 

* He acted after Mrs. Helen 



Wysong of Alhambra re- 
vealed an attempt to enlist 
undercover civilians to dig 
out- subversive^ activities, for 
the Reserve. . 

It was the second time ih 
recent weeks, that the Reserve 
ifed been, linked to unde^- 
cj ver activities. 
] KEPT FILE OR REPORTS . 
^It had been revealed jpre- 
viousiy that the Reserve's 
Sari Diego unit helped main- 
tain files and a safe contain- 
ing repdrts on alleged. :sub- 
versives. 

The^ Reserve; is composed 
of men too old or physically 
unfit for the regular Natiorial; 
Guard. - "^"^ 

Hiil said the investigation, 
which will begin in. southern 
California and work norths 
will be conducted by the Ihr 
spectdr General, Golu^ Robert 
L. Quick. '-^ , , 

"I don't believe we^'have a 
similar situation in northern 
California, but we'll check/' [ 
Hi| said; "Any. alleged a^nti- 
s\x versive spy network was 
hout authorization." 
O INTELLIGENCE UNIT 



wi 



PLANNED NETWORK ; 
She had said^ she met Maj. 
Rbbert'Backus, commander of 
Ihe' Reserve's First Battalion, 
ahii ^that Backus iold her the; 
group was trying to form 
Statewide network. 
I Backus denied the groui 
was- to be connected with tW 
Reserve. He said he wantigd 
no find individuals "strategi- 
cally placed in . industry and 
elsewhere, who might have 
access to certain bits of in- 
formation wich would aid" the 
inilitary in performing its 
work in case of disa^tep/' 
„ "It^s a matter of^poor^j^clg' 
ment— something I could riot 
condone," Hill said.. 
r PROBE ON BACKUS 
''He added that the investi- 
gation wiil seek to determine 
if Balckus was guilty, of mis- 
conduct. If he. is, lie could^ 
he' dismissed or - c^urt-mar 
tialed, Hill saidv i 
■ *'I just don't see Bow there 
can be any nior.^ of these 
cases," Hill deglafexl. fj , 
^ Meanwhile, in Sacrameri:o^ 
.Assemblyman Ja.ck Schraie 
demanded an. ihvestigatlon 
into the seizure df subversive: 



1 



The California . NatiQriilf Ues froni^a:San Diego amory 
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Guard Probe } 
Asked Oym I 



cret Fiie^ 



i:5acrameiito j 
Assemblj'man Don Mul- 1 
ford yesterday urged the 
Legislature to investigate 
the California National 
Guard and its Reserve 
over* the controversial 
ariti-slibversive files dis- 
covered in San Diego.. 

The Oakland Republican 
' said the Assembly's Mlitary 
and Veterans Affairs: Comr 
mittee should find out why 
the files were kept in a Na- 
tional Guard armory and 
then seized by State, officials; 

An immediate investiga- 
tion is needed, he said, be- 
cause the Reserve waiits to 
increase its budget by $ipO,- 
0001] 

[the 
ies 



Ee; 



in the n^pu year. 

jfeoth the Guard and; 
jn'Ve are public agenj 
s u p p 0 rt e d by taxpayers' 
money and it is essential 
that the Legislautrfi be given 
a clearer picture of what 
their mission - is. and why 
i they have become involved 
;in such activities as these," 
^Mulford said* 

j The files, containing the 
r names o£ some 200,000 Cali- 
fornia residents, were re- 
i moved from the San Diego 
I Armory three weeks ago on 
{ the orders of Major Genk-al 
} Jloderic L. Hili; chief of the 
State Military Departmental 
and taken to Sacramento. \ 
A private organization, the 
San Diego Eesearch Library/ 
later said it owned the files 
and went tccourtin aii ^ffort^ 
to get them^ back. 

The library last week ob- 
tained a temporary order re- 
straining State officials from 
either examining, or destroy- 
Ing. the files/ arid sought at 
a hearing in Sari Diego* yes-; i 
terday to make the inji^c-| 
tion .permanent. 

Silperior Judge William 
Glenlrtdok the matter un 
subi||ission, 

* Oup_ Correspondent. 
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Attorney OcBcral I 
imm <a Calif omiA \] 

My 4Mr acr, Attorecy Q«n«ral: 

AssUitant Director DeLoacfa has brovgjtt to 
my attvBttoit your latter to Um of ASareh I, 19A1» aad lata 
dSaeuaao^ hta viait vitb yoa laat mootli. 

\^ith regard to your otter to tarn ov«r 
cert&ia iUca la your poaaaaatoa. aa Mr, CaXtoack praftoaa- 
ly IwUcatad la hia cooiveraatloa with you on Febraary 30» 
tlia FBI tea ao deaira to take over tiiaae lUaa. frou onr 
geoeral Itnovladce oC vfaat the lUaa eootaitt, tiMy ara «C po 
iatareat to 08. 

Siscaraly yoara. 



I - Loa Aagelea - Eocloaure DMt ''I" V"' ^i*" 
1 - San Diego - Eocloaure -^^-k-St ^SP?BT^( ^ 



" San Fraaciaco - Enclosure 



ftLL info:..-:::;:';; contained. 

HEREIN 15i t-'if^iASSIFlEO . ,/ 



On 3/13/62 I discussed this completely 
with SA BRUSOH and instructed that neither 
he nor any Agents are to have anything -. 
to do with these files* FLF:rn , ■ \.t4^4^^^''^^^ 






/State Mm 
' Give Back 
Ihm^ Files 

h^s an Order 
Of the Court 



The Stale was ordered by 
a judge yesterday -to return 
- to San Diego the controver* 
sial secret files recently re- 
moved from the National 
Guard Armoiy there and 
* taken, to Sacramento: 

.San Diego Superior Judge 
William A. Glenn issued the 
order on a petition |e- 
tir|d National Guard MM. 
Ge[. George Fisher. Ojlie: 
files are to he placed- in the' 
custody of the San Diego. 
Superior Court cleric, pend- 
ing outcome of a suit by^ 
Pisher who claims they are 
the, property q£ a group 
Icnowri as tlie San Diego Re- 
search Library* 

Deputy Sjate Attorney Gen- 
eral CharlesBarretl promptly 
xetorted "tha order can be ap- 
peale((,and we certainly will; 
consider appealing it " 

In Los Angeles, mean- 
while, the' Rev. Robert Lord 
of the Church of Faith came 
to tlie defense, of Maj.. Dana 
Robert Backus, commander 
of the National Guard Re- 
serve's first , battatton^ ac- 
cused of trying to set up a 
civilian "network" to spy on- 
subversive activities.. 

In making; the attempt to. 
create such a group,. Majdr^ 
Backus "did so under orders'i 
of high officials," Lord as- 
serted. The; clergyman, denied 
he was *^a> spy for the Gpv- 
erK^ment." Mrs: Helen Wy-. 
soijg of Alhambra last w| ek 
re^l3aled the attempt wl^ch 
shi) said took place af^ ^ 
jneeting^in a minister'^.homo^. 
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FBI — SAN FRArifi]j?CO 



Action by Judge 



San Diei^o * * ' - • 1 

The secret files seized 
from the San Diego Na- 
tional Guard Armory must 
be returned here pending 
settlement of the legaVtug- 
of-war over their owner- 
ship, a Superior Judge 
ruled yesterday. 

Judge William A. Glenn 
ordered the files hrought 
hack here and placed in the 
custody of the County Clerk 
—but the Attorney General's 
office indicated it would ap- 
peal the order. 

"i think the order can be 
appel led and we certainly 
will i consider appeahng it," 
said Jbeputy Attorney Gener- 
al Charles Barrett. 

Judge Glenn's order was 
issued in connection with a 
lawsuit filed here by Major 
General George W. Fisher, 
who cbiitends the files are 
the property of a group call- 
ed the San Diego Research 
Library. 
' The files were seized at 
the behest of State Adjutant 
General Boderic Hill, who 
contends they are State 
property and that they had 
been misused by private par 
ties who were giv^n access 
to them. * 

Another controversy in- 
volving tlie National Guard 
in Southern CaUfornia con- 
tinued to boil,, meanwhile, 
whema Los Angeles- minister 
, came to- the defense qf a re- 
i serve, major accused of try- 
ing i|o recruit a "secret spy 
net^rkr ' 



Major Dana Robert .Backus'' 
purported 'espionage organ- 
ization,- ,als6 declared ^flat-. 
ly: "I am not a^spy for the 
government/' * ■ 

The Church .of Faith min- 
ister said he believed that if 
Major Backus has formed a 
spy network in the area^ ^^lie- 
did so under orders of high- 
er officials." ^ . ' 

Top National Guard offi- 
cials haye denied anjf knowl- 
edge of the' spy network; jind 
^teneral Hill ordered a i ull 
imvestigation after its allejjed 
^istence came to light last 
week when an, Alhambra 
woman told of attempts to 
recruit her as a "spy" 

The Rev. Drl . Lord de- 
scribed Major Backus, com- 
mander of the First Battalion 
with headquarters .in.Los An- 
geles, as "a loyal, true Amer- 
ican \vith an enviable war, 
record in counter-intelligence 
work.'' 

Tlie minister said he had 
been visited frequently by 
Lieutenant Colonel George 
Rodin, adjutant of the First 
Brigade, during Rodin's- 
appa-reart investigation of 
Backus. 

The Rev. Dr. Lord said he 
learned later that Major 
Backus had used hidden 
equipment, to record portions 
of some of these cbnversa- 
pons, but insisted he hi 



iotte so "in the, interests At 
m^il ^ ^ -Ts T, 1. V . , llN First Brigade" and "t 
m Rev, Br. Robert Lord, lermission ofhis-superior^'' 
Who hadbeeh identified' with;] o«r Correspondent 
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; By .SY1)NEY KOSSEN 

I • Ex3lniner:polUical EtJitbr 

f SACRAMNTO, Macch 15.; 
I —Major Dana Backus, who 
i tried to establish an .anti^ 
i ComniuiilsfT' spy jietwork in 
Los Angeles, has resigned 
under pressure from the^Cal 
iornia National Guard Re 
serve, the (governor's office 
disclosed, Thursday. 

Maj. Gen. Roderic L. Hill 
chief of the Guard, found 
that Bacicus had enlisted civi- 




iisnjj m i secret; antl-subver- 

?ive movement as part of his' 

offijialgN^tional Guard du 
ties, ' 

This- confirmed the initiat 
ajsclpsure to The Examiner 
311 Marcii 7 by Jfrs. Helen 
'^yson^, 52, well kn6^yri Al- 
>ambra Republican. Mrs. Wy- 
ong, a real estate sales^ 
voman, had attended a meet- 
ng in the home of a minister 
•f the Church of the Faith 
irhere she inet -the major and 
leard "we were- to have some 
mn'mg^^ in the .use- of fire- 
nns at the Guard Armory; 
Baclcus, a battalion coni- 
^liit immediately 
fter General Hill started' to , 
yigate the case on orders j 

Governor E;Cmu-iid G; 
Blown. 

•The 'geher§irs repdrt said' 
Backus acichowiedged arrang- 
ng. the meeting which^ Mrs. 
rVysong attended on Sepl ld 
She said she didn't l^no'w 
vhat happened to the- group 
vhich was organized that 
light. ' ' 

'^NUTEMEN'* TIE 

(Irs. Wyspng didrnot enlsti 
aiise"! felt that^this % 
the proper approach |o 
. problem of Communism 



and subversive activities.'* i ^'^^^ ^ver rejoins this 

General" Hill said Backus wpn't be held against liim; 
also jiad participated in an| f^^^ colonel will continue 
automatic weapon drill of the|hi? investigation and submit 
Minutemen, a self-appointed J ^ report "at the earliest 
Gbmmunist-hunting guerriUaj Possible time," the general 
movement. ' * 'said. 

•Backus also arranged for! General Hill also is em^ 
one of the Miiiufemen to ad-J broiled in the case of the 
dress a February meeting, of ' 



his battalion. 

The entire case was in- 
vestigated by fJol. Robert 
Quick, inspector general of 
the California' Military De- 
partment. ' . ' , 
"Coldiier Quick believes, mi 
concur, that Major Backus 
showed questionable judgr 
hient in these activities," 
General Hill said. 

"WORK FOR FBr' 
'^There is no organized cc xm 
ter-ihtelligence or espioii ge 
unit in the California Natioinal 
Guard Reserve and there 
should he none. 

"This is properly the work 
of the Federal Bureau of la- 
Vestigatiok'^' « ^ / ' ^ 
The adjutant genera^ t&ld; 

•the Governor that Backus* at- 
tempt to set up a spy network 
as^ part of the reserve' in- 
fantry battalion "was not in 
direct violation of law, but 
Iw^s clearly beyond the- limits 
of his authority as an officer 
of tlie California National 
Guard Reserve, 

PROBE TO CONTINUE 

On Colonel Quick's reco|i- 
^nendation, General Hill salfo 
he accepted Backus' resigna- 
tion 'Without prejiidice^'^a 
military legal phrase mean^j 



secret anti-subversive activity; 
files which lie seized ivmi 
the National Guard Armd y 
m San Diego. The files 
llegedly are owned by privaU 
individuals. 
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3AC, SAD I>XSaO (66-1005} 



\3A£I DZEOO RESEARCH UESm 

tssEmai (chime rbcous} 



Relet from San dego to BimBu 3-l4-^. 

For the imfomtlfio »r tlie Burem* cn 3-16*62 
tiaUUTomU AttMrnear Mwrni sxAMissr mqsk f ued an 
appeal tft the St«^ awproee Court t» Sen Annelseo 
«8«Ui»t the «v<Aer of the SoMlor Court la iSm 3>itteo 
Ceualgr Mt 1^ «*lMtf liQr represeatfttlves of the 

3tftte or CftUrocwHt etsdwXd be returned to the BXEGO 
RESBti^ XJSRASlf tQT 3-19^* Bie State Sumae Com^ 
stated tlmt the appeal voald he sent to the 4th sutrlet 
Court or Appeals of CaUroenila tcee comiOtgmtXim* on 
the sam date» tim 4th XiUtnet Court <tf Amalft agreed 
to iastte an crdtr on Handay« 3-19^^ arteoding until 
at least 4-3-6a the tine t» i^eh the fUes Should be 
returned to the 3AH XCTK) sessUBCB UmMKX. The 4th 
331striot Court of Aj^peals aald this ovdMr woald direct 
the SAH xnsao ms&mm ^^xsma and its {»««ide«t, 

Oenaral afiCROE y. FISHBR. {Bet.)« to shov eause at 
10:00 a*m. 4-3*62 i^y the ovdar taatruetliig the return 
of t^e files should not be atagred. peodlae hearing of 
the appMl* 

fTtae JBureau will be )s»pt advised of the developaewts In 
this laatter. 
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SAQ^ SAN DIEGO (66-1005) 

45AN 3>IE(K) RESEARCH UJStARY 
RESEftHCH (CRI»E BECQH23S) 



Relet froin San mego to Bureau 3-12-62. 

For the infcrimtion ol the Bureau, on the afternoon 
of 3-12-62 Superior Coiia?t Judge WII*IiI«1 A. GLEfl, San 
3)leso County, San Diego, issued an order Impovtndlng 
the files of the SAK DIEGO RESEARCH LIBRARy, which 
had been seized by representatives of the State of 
California, and instructing that these files be tumad 
over to the Clerk of the Superior Court, San lUego 
County, on or before 3-19-62 until their cwnership 
is determined* Named in the Impounding order, all of 
whom are defendants in the lawsuit filed on this natter, • 
are Governor BROWll, Major General RODSRIC L. HILL, the 
State Adjutant Oenerca, and HAROU) F. QILLETT, Chief of 
the State Bureau of Investigation and Identification, 
Sa«rasiento, who presently has custody of these files. 

Judge GI^'S order states that unless the files are 
delivered to his Clerk on or before 3-19-62, the Sheriff 
of San niego County is to take the files into his 
possession ai^ return them to the Clerk. 

Nempaper reports since the Judge's <»rd«F Indicate that 
the Chief Assistant Attorney General of the State of 
California has indicated that the State would appeal 
this order to the 4th District Court of Appeals In Sm 
Diego on the basis that the Superior Court in San Diego 
lacks Jurisdiction and because the State was not a 
defradant. 



The Bureau will be kept informed on this situation* 




SACRAMENTO - m --rphi 
resignation of Maj/D an^: 
Backug, a California. Nationaf 
"^i avd reserve officer ' iwlio 
tried to organize an anti-sub- 
veTsive spy ring, has;vl)eea^hv 
nounced by State 'Adjutant 
General Roderic Hill^; /i.. 

Gen. Hill said y^fstieraay 
that Backus resigneS^withouf. 
prejudice, but an. investiga- 
tion o£ the unauthorized coun; 
ter - intelligence or espionage 
activity will continue. • 

The investigation 'wasvor^j 
dared after Mrs. Helen ^Wy-' 
schg of Alhambra saidish^^had 
been sworn into a spy grbtip 
at| a meeting arranged^: *by 
Backus. ' ^ 



MEjETINGTOLlD | 
. HHili; in a report io Gov.: 
Brown, said he W|is. ap- 
proached- by Backus lal^t Sept. : 
25 at a drill of the 40th Ar-: 
mored Division in Los An- 
geles, i 

*'He said he had participate 
ed^ih a meeting of the so- 
called^ '*Minutemen' and had- 
^een,and bandied autoniatic 
-weapons which were in the. 
[possession of the Minute- 
»meri,"Hillsmd. 

The general said he referred: 
•the matter io^ the FBI and to 
George Breretohj chief of the 
Bureau of Crimmal Identifi- 
cation and rnvestigatid iof the 
State Justice Departm( nt* 
ASKED TO RlEPORT |, 

''It is my understanding 
that the FBI investigated &nd 
'that Mr. Brereton discussed 
"this with Major Backus and: 
that Major Backus was asked 
to report from time to. time 
on other activities of the Min- 
utemen with whom he was in: 
tquch," Hill' said. 

HiE said Backus- told GoL 
Robert L. Quick, state |nspee- 
•tor general,, who is hrndlmg 
""^^ ' "•'obe, thatt he rjieeting 
Wysong.wasiin con- 
"h* his; activitiesjor 
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SACRAMENTO; March 21. 
(UPD— California^ National 
Guard 'is embroiled today in 
a high-level furor over an 
tlabdrale system for identic 
\fying and keeping track of 
^ subversives in the state, 
Not only is the Guard be^ 
iiig criticized, but it is the 
Guard's top man doin^ the 

Criticizing-, • - ^ r 

Maj» Gen. Boderic . Hill, 

\v\io said he had not known 
of the alleged spying activi^ 
ties in- fhe lower echelons, 
started -the furor when he 
seized secret files housed in 
a San Diego armory Feb. 13, 



• THEN HE said a gUards- 
inan was trying to create a 
Secret spy system aimed at 
tracking down Comihuriists. 

'This sort of thinig-^the 
spying of citizens on citizens 
^is repugnant to me/' he 
said after promising to 
stop it, , ' ' • 

Hill has ftill su&port £rom 
Gov, Brown^ who docs not 
believe the guard should be 
investigatitig Communism. 

**The Federal Bureau of 
InvestigatioOt the State De- 
partment of Justice and 
other law enforcement or- 
ganizations aire- the ones to 
^ deal with such, matters," he 
said. 

The files are Eeported to 
contain 200,000 naines col- 
lected during lO-year hunt^ 
fbi subversives 



(the files when Democratic 
state Sen. Hugo Fisher of 
San. Diego charged -that his 
Republican opponent in 
1958, Fred H. Kraft, waved; 
a document in front of anj 
audience and said it con*^ 
tained information about' 
Fisher from a National 
Guard counter - intelligence] 
file. Kraft has deiiJied thej 
charge/ ' \ 

Ostensibly/ the files be- 
longed to a nonprofit or- 
ganizatioa cali^ • the San 
ipiego Research Library, On 
the iibrary^s board of di- 
' rectors are a retired guai^d- 
j general, George W* Fishcj, 
and" aMretitcd coloiiel froin; 
ibe guard rescrvej Frank Cji, 
Forward, * 

Fisher lias filed suit for 
recovery of the fiieSf but the 
state contends it frftois them. 

Another instance of what 
Hiii calls "snooping" came to, 
light March 7 in Alhambra,' 
where Mrs, Helen Wysong, a 
real estate operator, said she 
had been asked to join a net 
work of secret informants* 



to^ Sa cram ento with 



later; MAJ. Dana Kob^ 
ert Backus of the guard ad 
mitted trying to form the 
network. Still later he re 
signed. 

Asked if any other guati 
men were hunting subvi 
sives,, Guard Commanc 
Hiir said he did not belieTlc: 
ISO, "But you can /bet tb 
HAD barely re-S'm going to find out/* he^ 
'added. ' 
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IT IS THE BUSINESS of the courts to deter- 
mine whether the State of CaUfornia or a private 
group owns the files of. the San Diego Research 
Library, which have been seized by order of the 
State Adjutant General; but it is the business of 
citizens to consider whether the use of these files 
has been wise and should 'be continued. . 

We find their use regrettable and disturb ng 
an(Sfar too much in the pattern of the Commuf ist 
tyra nny with which the files are supposed to 'be 
coi^erned. \ 



The San Diego Research library is said to 
contain the dossiers of 200,000 Califomians sus- 
pected of belonging to Communist or Communist- 
front organizations. They have been collected over 
the years since 1928 by sundry retired military 
officers, by units of the National Guard Jn San 
Diego, and by civilian zealots^ The evidence is dear 
that several California Governors have customarily 
checked these dossiers before making administra- 
tive and judicial appointments. This is the custom 
which gives rise to our concern. 

IF THE FILES are an accumulation of raw, 
unevaluated snippets of information belongnig to 
private individuals, we have the, intolerable situ- 
ation in which an individual might be disqualified 
by the faulty judgment, not to say whim or bijis, 
(|f intelligence-gatherers responsible to no one lint 
ipemselves. The potentialiiy here for blackmail, 
itbove and beyond mere error and stupidity, is 
obvious. 
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^ Senator Hugo Fisher of San l^iego cited the 
fee by a poKtical opponent of the Research Jl\ 
brary's file on Mm; it revealed Fisher to be a mem-j; 
jper of the American Civil Liberties Union; hi^, 
opponent preposterously charged, while waving 
the file before a crowd, that this was a listed 
Communist organization. 

'even if the Research Library's files should 
be found to- belong to the State, through the fact 
that National Guard Reserves helped work them 
u^, we would question their use. This kind ofl in- 
fo :mation needs to be gathered and screened by' 
experts of the FBI or other trained evaluators^ kot! 
amateurs in an armory. ^ 
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SAC, SAK DIEOO (66-1005) 



SAH DIEOO HjESEAHCH LIBRARY 
n£S£AECH (CHIHE HECOaDG) 



H«Xet from San mego to Bureau 3-19-6a. 

For the lafomtatlon of th« ^ireau^ the "San Diego 
imion" newapftper of oarrled a story with a 

Saoraiaento dateline aettiag forth that the resolutlcm 
Introduced into the California State Laglslature 
asking that the Legislature imrestisat* the aeisture 
of the files of the SAN SIEaO lt£S£ABCH LZBRABY Ifas 
8ide-traoked cai 3-2T-62 by the State Assembly Hules 
CoMoittee* Ttw resolution was seat to the "Joint 
Interim CoMnittee on LegisXative Organisation" by 
the Deraocratio-controlled Rules Coanlttee. Assemblynwi 
J\CK SCHRAIXE (Eepubliean - £1 Cajon), author of the 
resolution^ is quoted in the newspaper story as 
stating that the action was a ^'political nove" to kill 
his resolution. 

This natter will be followed by the saa Bleeo XJivision 
and the Bureau will be kept inf conned of developments. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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^Re# files 

Attorney General Stanley 
Mosk went to tlie State Sii 
preme Court yesterday in his 
fight to Mock the return to 
San Diego or the controver- 
sial anti- Communist files 
seized at a National Guard 
armory there last February, 
isk asked the high coujrfc 
verse a Superior Gomt 
, for the files to he im- 
pounded hy the iSan Die|o 
County Clerk,pendirig trial of 
a suit over the o\^ership. 

Tlie files, said to contain 
names of persons suspepied 
o£ subversive activitiesywere 
maintained in an off ice^t the 



to x\ 
ordd 



armory by a private organ- 
ization called the^an Diego 



^Research Libra ry, They 
■were taken to"^ Sacramento 
aftei: their seizure by the 
State. 

Tlie Research Library is, 
suing for return of the files 
{^nd $26(^tni{raShiages. i 
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tOvKeep, 



fhe State Attorney, Gen- 
's office yesterday asked, 
California Supreme Court' 
to set aside an order whicK 
would require the return of 
files concerning alleged sub- 
ver,§iyp| jcorifiscated firpni a 
NaJionaiv-GW^ in 
Salt ^Jx.' -\ 

/' 'phfe^'^iSail-. ^ieg^^ R^searcti 
iiifij afyj, cfaiming: ownership 
of ie file's; hak filed ia -$256i' 
OOO-'damage suit against •Gov- 
ernor Edmund G. •Bro\vn:.an(3 
Maj, tJen. . Roderick 'iir. If ill 
State Adjutant GefteralVThe^ 
files \vete seized byihe Statg 
ahCteaMferreI'.t0..g'a^^^ 

..TW private library i Was 
compiled by retired^Maj: :Gen, 
George W. '.Fishe|j5§nd Col. 
Frank G. Forwaf 3 as^k^e 
citizens as. a , service to tb 
St^tCj .acco rding to t heir suit. 

Superidt '^oiSr?udge' Wil- 
liam. A\. GlepQ of §M..£)i€gp. 




has , orSered the State,, to/te- 
turn % :fnes to theVclerk pf 
J;he courLpeiidihg iutcoine of 
:the-:suife:\ ' 

In ;.as Icing .that Jl_., 
Glenn's.' orddr l)e set' aside,, 
'the Attorney Generars' office 
said' it wasl '^unreasonable to 
expectv ai&pbrtant State . offi- 
cers torisk-beingieldin^oiH 
Itempt of ;Cduft; it&ey mm 

'ta;obey:tiie Sto DlegO;%ult' 
oirder/*- 7 - • 

.TheJVttojnay Gener^l!s oS 
fice said vthei cpui±>sfioifld"^ 
,tei:mjne,yhether t be 
Tpftgrtb^ the; Slate -or tq ihe li- 
brary before^the officials risk 
contempt jpro2eec[mg§. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/) 



hank said later that tliere 
was ''nothing startlEifiirBie 
I files" of tiie San Diego Re- 
j search Library, 
] **There were a lot of ms^k- 
ipa^er clippings and thinlts 
jlike that," Shank said, j 
I Fisher said the $260,oli0 
,^|suit filed hy the Sah Diego 
Bacrainento - f [Research Library following 

The secret^anM^bvel-*^l^-*'^l?s' seizure will be 
sive files of thei^^ . . 

Research libm ^Sj^Tegl. ^l"" was against Gov- 
route baei^cldSah BiegolJ™^ Brown 
'yestei:^^. ^tate ^ A dj u.tant ^General 



Secret; Files; 
Raturaed 




:oderic Hill, State -Senator 



^.^^^i'i®^~^®^o* H^^^^ Fisher of San Dielo, 
State February 13 when it^^d Harold Gillett, f orn er 
discovered tliey^weivs being y^j^f of tfe^L:Bn^:a*u of Grin- 
housed m a National Guard u^l Identification and fn- 
^rmoiy - were ordered re- feggg^^^^^^^ 
turned by San Diego Superi- ^ - 
<bv Judge William A, Glen. 

Major General George 
Fisher (USAR-Ret.), presid^t 
of the San Diego Reseailch 
Library, an anti- Communist 
organization^ reported tae 
files wfere nitact. 

Following the seizure, the 
files were held here in the 
headquarters . of the State 
Bureau of Criminal Identifi- 
cation £uld Investigation, 
i Fisher, Deputy Attorney 
I3eneral WHiard Shanlv, and 
jpolonel Robert L. Quick, m 
spector general of the N^j! 
tiohal Guard, met Monda| 
afternoon to go through the 
seized files and separate Na- 
tional Guard materials from 
those of the Re&earcli Li 
brary- 
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Damam Suit 



SAN DIEGO, My/^d. — 
(UPI)— The $250,6p/daitiage 
suit filed by the M£Jl^iSS9 
'!ggsgarch Li brary afain st Gov- 

officials was settled Thursday, 
jAttorney Grandall Condrip, 
rdbresenting. tjie library, ar d 
djjputy A^ttorney GeneratW I 
l^kd Shank signed papers dis- 
missing the suit. 

The action followed divi- 
sion of the files by the State 
and tlie library, with- the 
State retaining tliose papers 
that referred to the National 
Guard while the library kept 
its voluminous files of so- 
called subversive activities in 
the San Diego area. 

The suit was filed after the 
State had seized the files 
from the- San Diego> National 
Guard Armory on Feb. 13. 
Both the State and th$ library 
claimed- ownership of the 
material, *^ 
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Memoranaum 

TO : SAC, SAN FRANCISCO t6g -3 »6 ^) date: li/27/62 

FROM : SA FRANK' W, MITCHELL 



subject: HUGO FISCHER 

. SAN DIEGO, CALIF „ PERSONAL ATTENTION; SAC PRICE 



While at the recent Law/Enforcement Conference 
at Sacramento, CHARLES "PA T"<p^CASEY. Assistant Director of 
Corrections, for" the State of California and son-in-law 
of PAT BROWN and a long-time personal friend of the writer, 
advised on a confidential basis of the foilowins information 

He stated that he recently was >t a gathering 
in San Diego And present at this gathifering was the defeated 
candidate fj^tate Senator HUaO FI3QHER- CASEY advised 
that PISCHE^Bas very outspoken in his criticism of the 
Bureau and ^B'erred to the Bureau as using Gestapo tactics 
and other derogatory terms. CASEY stated that he personally- 
refuted these allegations conceniing the Bureau tO; FISCHER, 
but that obviously FISCHER was an enemy of the^ FBI and he 
believed that this information should be passed on us for 
our future guidance. 

mriiMRMATm' coNTSiHS ■ 

W"':^ HERON IS 
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SAC, San Francicco 




STATE fiEIIATOR HUGO FISHER 
SM DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

/ 

./SA FRANK MITCHELL has advised that at a recent law 
enforc^tsont conference hold at Sacranonto, California, CHARLES 
"jPAT"/'^'^^;igr>^- ^^-^-T r.+nni- Director of Corrections, State ^^^^ 
CaXifornia, who is a con-in- lav? of California Governor EDMUJID 
G.. BROV/iJ and a lonf-timo personal friend of SA MITCHELL, 
advised of the followinc on a confidential basis: 

Ho stated that he recently vms at a fatherine in San 
Dicfo and prcoent at thia f;athGrinf. \^as State Senator HUGO 
FISHER v7ho wao recently defeated for re-election. CASEY advised 
that FISHER was very outspoken in his criticisn of the Buroau 
and referred to the Bureau as ucine Gestapo tactics c^.nd other 
dcror.atory terras* CASEY stated that he personally refuted thopso 
allcrationn concerninp, the Bureau to FISHER but that, obviously, 
FISHER wau an enemy of the FBI and he believed that this inforrna' 
tion should be passed on to us for future guidance. 

For the inforK^.ation of the Bureau, FISHER wao involved 
v/ith the San Diego Research Library files which wore seized by 
the State of California in February of this year* 
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